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KY 
JOUN EH. MITCHELL 


UNITED STATS FENATOR FIO onoR, 


(Address delinervd before the Savtety March 20, 1605) 


Tn whatever aspeot considered, the subject of thin dadiress is 
fruitfal in suggestion, Whether it beviewed in reapoct to the 
deriviition ind significition of the name Oregon 1a ornimally 
applied to the territory and Inter to the #tate; to the manner in 
which and throuch what tithe that territory became a part of 
the domain of our eoummon country ; or in reference to ite loca- 
tien, nationally and internationally consilered to ite vast ex- 
tunt; ite geographic firmition ; its wranl rrreesidaisie ihe Eau. 
niicent rivers; ile fertile yalleya; its unrivalled eberita? buinuties ; 
ite capabilities of productions ; it trude > ite comiierne ; lis brave, 
stalwart, ploneer people; its avelal and politieal institatiore— 
in whichever of these napocts thé subject is viewed, itis pregnant 
with histerie interest, fall of miteriol for disonssion and thonglit: 

Lot tt consider, in the first place, the manner in-which whit 
wits formerly known as * Oregon territory " beesame a part of the 
public domain of the United States; the nature of phe tithe ander 
which we hold, its extent territorially, and then. Hrielly its gen 
oral churnetoristicn, ancl partionlarly seme of the mure jure 
nent geosmmphic features atc resources of the present state of 
rege. 
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While inking no pretensions as nn historian, [ confess T on 
atl) lees oh ppoograplier: therefaro what T shall have ti ely tis 
evening will perhaps be mor historical that geortaphic in ite 
notunrid would porhape be mere apprepriate hofore an liister- 
jon than a pfeographie society, 


Diary aid Acquistion of Title. 


The Grevon of today, thotwh one of the Anierican states, 
clothed with all the attributes of (hat woverciznty which attaches 
to statehood, le widely different in respect to territorial extent, 
n4 usd th very thinoy other respects, froin the Oregon of a contatry 
mo. Althotgh the prodent state of Oregon includes within its 
onidaries an area of SO,000sytare oifes more than Mint ine 
cluded in the whole of the six New England states, it ia but a 
fraction les than one-fifth in, sine of the original Oregon terri- 
tory o4 claimed at first hy Spain ond subsequently hy the 
United States. Out of that territory, after losing alwat 200,000 
square mils by comprouilan, bias Det curved three great states 
and 4 Jarge portion of «fourth, namely, Oregon, Washington, 
Idaho, and a part of Montana, 

The history of the various tithe under which our government 
ssvorted claim to thy territory of Oregon Tit the proaloriged diplo- 
inate contest with Girt Tritain for the smpreiiney j= interest 
iy inthe highest deren Our tithy was of a triple character: 

First. Discovery and settlement by Epain, to which title we 
aircon wed. 

Second. [scovery ineur own right in 170% followed by sclen- 
tific explormtion and actual settheanent. 

Third. Cession from France of the Louisiana territory, 

For nenrly thren ecenttries prior te 1700 Spain had been ink. 
ing claim, on seocount of alluged discovery, to. ull af Obeyon 
territory extoning from the forty-seeand degrew of northern 
latitude not only to 4° 40° but to the asixty-first parallel, ond 
extiuding from: Pacific ocean onstward to the central henghta of © 
the Hocky mountnins. Tt was in dimensions a vustempire Its 
geographic extent wae whout 760 miles from north to south and 
about 650 from east to west, emliraicing an oron of about 4444 000) 
equary miles, ot seven and one-half tintes greater thai all of the 
dix New England States put tayethor, two and one-half times ns 
large as the hold of Spain anc mare than 50,000 square miles 
qmiorte than all of Spain, Fronce and Portugal essa sina: 
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This claim of Spain datul back 277 years priorte 1790, ar S82 
yours ago, the Inceptive right being based by some on the alleged 
diseovery of the Pavifle ooewn by Balboa in 1518, when he as 
sumed poseidon of itas a private sea lw the name and fur the 
bonefitaf the Spanish erown ; but this claini lind slieht grounds, 

Tndeed no realy goad grounds of support, though it was groatly 
strengthened from time to time by the navigation of its: cist 
and the occupation of its territory by Spanish navigators; Mal- 
danado in 1535 and Farrelo in 143, In] iH) San Juan de Fuca, 
a (reek navigator i the Spanish service, entered the strait bear 
ing hit name, which now-mparttos the United States from the 
British possessions, He then for w thine sopiprored fre bine die 
covered the great northwestern passuee connecting the two 
ocanma, In 1774 the natlgator Captain San Peres soiled from 
Ban Blas Janoiry 2), landing first on the tiorthenstern comet of 
{Queen Charlotte island near the fiftv-fourth poralliel Tutiboldt 
aye hy was the fietof all Eoropoan navigators to anchor in 
Nootka sound, in latitude 40° 30°) ‘This he nomed Port San 
Lorenge; four yeurs later it wus hy Captain Cook: called King 
George'ssound, Hoceta,a Spanish navigator, visited and landed 
on the ooayt in 1775, anil Gallaivo amd Valilee in 172; that they 
ex plored the entire Oregon coast, snl eviin farther northward, is 
any historical fact which cannot be questioned. 

Prior tu 1780 the claims of Spain to this vel territory was not 
derioualy disputed by any power, although Great Britain had 
howin fiebly making a lain sratviely lune diiiclint though biased on 
a tnore fragile ond Teas dofonsible ‘title. ‘hia elain on the prt 
of Groat Britain, peated originally (ulthough subsequently that 
source af tithewast virtually abandoned) on the acts, familiar to 
all, of Sir Francis Ormke, the English buoeanoor and filibuster, 
wha, in Laz7, with five armod veesols, had aailed from England, 
with the connivance of Queen Kina beth, ostensilly furs vO 
to Key pt, but in fact on a Hibustering espedition against Spain, 
‘Two veurs later (in 1579), having reached the watets of the Pa- 
eifie oeoan through the strult of Magellan, tile fleet encountered 
étorins, fodticing it to ono schooner of an hundred) tons borden 
and his haval force to sixty mon. Just how far Drake ailed 
northward slong the California: and Oregon coast i= a ommatter 
af doubt, some historians naserting be went as farang 42°, others 
45°, and aome ax far aa 48°. —All agreg, however, that, ‘Waving 
encountercd storms, he returned to the thirty-eighth parallel 
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and landed ina bay, now supposed to be either the present ty 
of San Francisco or the bay of Hedega, where, as one Historian 
tells pa, he sewopted from the savage Of the fir west, inthe home 
of Qiieon! Eliabeth, “ coronation, scepter, and sovercigniv.” 

Grout Brita, however; in ber prolonged contest with the 
United States, placed no rolinnes on the acts of Denke, bot based 
her elaine first on the alleced dipeovery of the Oregon territory 
hy Captain Cook in 1778 and subeequently on alleged disooveries 
by Captain Mours in 17358 and by Captain Vanoouver th 1712, 
174, and (794. Tt was claimed, moreover, that Great Britain 
was the first to acquire what was termed “a leueficial interet 
in these regions by commercial intercourse.” 

Reatiip on) thee respective tithes, that of Great Dritain cer- 
tain) lacking In every respect wll those essential elements which 
constitute & fod! fitindation for a valid elaini to soverciptity, 
theay wo fret rival powers, Spain and Great Britain, cate inte 
contantion over thotrrespective claims to and in this vast terri- 
tory in 1790, roma ting in what ie known in history as the 
Nootka convention.” The elann of Englund was thes hordly 
one uf sovercienty, but rather, as she asserted, “an indisputable 
night to the enjovment of a free anid ahiiisersuted Hikvigntion, 
eon Tert: swe tunnel fishing, and to the posession of auch estublish- 
iments as they should form, with the consent of the intives of the 
country, not previonsly oceuwpied by any European nptions.” 

In the ssstrtion of these allowed rights on the part of Great 
Britain anil of the Spanikh contention of the part of the Spanish 
crown. the conflicting nil rival claims ‘to scuba tye has wore 
aitempted ta be uphald, a one historian tells us,“ by an oew- 
sional visit yy veasols, tomporarily trading with the native: some 
fishing, and w fow ehanties,” The Spanish authorities, however, 
denving the tights aserted by Great Britain, seiaol and confis- 
ented her vessels and other property en plowed in the aussettinn 
of her clalns to ocenpation, if not indeed to sovereignty. Ttwas 
this conilict which msulted in the Nootka convention uf 1790. 

That Great HAitdin gained nothing by the terme of that treaty 
in respect to her alleged rights, either os to soveréionty, tenaney, 
of conimehe in mtiv of the countries bordering on the Pacitic 
oceh. ta ited hy i] historians, Theat her claims, both ate 
liscovery and prior oceupation. submitted to that convention 
wore absolutely baseless as against thoae of Spain or any other 
power must be conceded, Even should we concede all that has 
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ever been claimed by the most ardent English historian in respect 
to the achiovermetits of Sir Francis Drake and other. it amourte 
te notiring as agnined ‘the Spanish, elniny : and 4o in reference to 
the wll! diseovery by the British enptuins, Cook, Meuts, and 
VYaneourer, for the evidence is conelasive that this same const 
had been noviented and the land diktoverod ire thin 260 yours 
loloro by the Spanish unvigntor Maldonade (1528). Tf, them, 
‘Groat Britain gained nothing in her claim, either aato sovereignty 
‘er acoupaney, by the Nootka treaty of 1740, a5 sho did not, she 
corainiy had no right to complain, 

Wheo this. treaty was submitted to the British Patlinment it 
was denounced by the opposition oa a cowanlly surrender. 
© Nothing has hewn gaitiel,” sail Me ‘Taser fox, “but, on the 
conthiry, couch has been surrendered >” aml, speaking further, 
Mr Pox sald: “Our richt befure the edtredatiod (whether wad- 
omitted or denied ly Spain wasof no consequence) was to settle 
any part of South or Northwest Atmorici mot fortitind against ua 
by preelots detipaney, and we ‘ate how ristricted bo settle 1 
certain plates only anil wader certain ronditions. Our rights of 
fishing extended to the whole ooenn, and now i is Tinited and 
not to be exercised within certain distances of Spanish settle- 
mente. Ourright of making settlements was not as now a right 
to build huts, but to plant colonie,if we thietrglit pooper in 
renetncinge all eht to make settlements in Suath Anmurica we 
have given to Spain what ale considened as inestinableand have 
in reborn beqn contented with drow." Hut whatever right: Great 
Tiritain lvl ly virtoe of the Nootka treaty of 171K) were lost, 
totally destroyed, wheitin 1700 Spain doclarod war agnitnat Groat 
Britain, a it iso principle of public law that o declaration of 
war cdestroveall trmtios betwoen-the belligerents, 

The chim af Spain te the whole of Oregon territory south of 
the sixty-first parallel was acknowledged by the Rusian gov- 
ernment, the only power holding claims which eonflicted with 
Spain. In 17th) cotplaints had bean made to the Rusdan court. 
agminiat: aneeisert sii lsjencbe for lovading the Spanish territory south 
of (1° of northern latitude, To this complaint the Emperor 
af all the Riuvesias, thronwh the proper channel, rupliad in these 
worels = 

“The Emperor ageqres the King of Spain ho ie oxtrymely sorry that 
the repeater! arders bared to prevent the subjects af Rusia. fret vio 


lating In i silliest deste: Mie territory belonging to jnother power 
@lvcialal bearer boperet bebe perd"” 
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This wasa clear and unequivocal recognition of the sovereignty 
of Spain to all torritary south of the sixty-tirst parallel, 

The contention on the part of the governinent of Grent Britain 
that whatever rights the United States aequined in the Gragon 
territory in virtue of the treaty with Spain, Eniwn a4 the Florida 
treaty.” In 1810, subject to certain rights of Great Britain as to 
Hlleged joint oowupeney with Spatish subjects existing ih virtue 
of the “ Nootka treaty" of 1700), was ovinplotoly funni bila bied, 
first, iw Secrotury Calhoun in P45, and subaedqitently, by Seer 
tary Buchanan in iso. They demonstrted tee propositions : 
First, that uot only huh Great Britain acquired no righite of eover- 
eignty in virtue of the treaty of 1790 with Spain, but hy that 
treaty the sovereignty of Spain was directs conceded: forthe only 
rluhts fully revogiteed to Great Britain in the treaty were that 
her 2uljects should not bt disturbal in landing on the counts in 
places already oectpied for the purpose ef carrving on trade 
with the uotives, Second, that the trealy of F700 wa aber 
poted by the diclaration of wir of Spain oeninat Great Britain 
in V7: that by thatwwar it fell to the ground and waa haver 
resurrected, and therefore every right which Great Britain hid 
in Virtue of ite provisions vanished, Ln their discussion the: 
principle of public law that wor terminates all so beisting treaties: 
between the belligerent powers was discussed with groat abilitw. 
Th was clearly shown that the only exception to this general tile 
isis case af a treaty reegaizing certain sovereign rights as le 
longing tas tiation whieh had previnuadly existed, independently 
ofany treaty engagement; thit is, thow righte which the treaty 
did not oveae, but metely renga, cannot be destroved ly 
war between the governmonta constituting parties ta tho treaties 
The treaty of peace, for inet, betwoen thigevuntry and Great 
Britain in 1783, wherein Great Britnin acknewledged that the 
United State: was “free, sovercign-and independent,” is of this 
exceptional character—a right reeayited, but not granted by 
treaty, and hener a tight which cannot be destroyod by war, 

The claim of Spain to the territory of Oragayn—that id, the 
territory lying on the Preifie ocean north of the forty-second 
perallel and extembing to 34° 40°—did not rest alone on dia 
covery sod settlement, but also as being onbraced within and a 
partoltheancient Louisiann coded by Francs to Spain in 7620ni 
by 4 sticryt armnpement rcodid to France in 1800, then ceded 
by Finnee te the United States in 150% Cinown a the Louisiana, 
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purnhage").. Whatever claim, therefore, 2pain had to the Oregon 
territory in 1800, print to her cessian to France, in virtue either 
af discovery and setthiment, on thy one hind, wr by ecesion from 
France x piirt of the ancient Lottisiams, on the other, vested in 
the United States by the Lenisiana purchase, That Spit, there 
fore, was the rual wand sole sovereign owner of the whole of Ore- 
gon territory 04 seninet Grent Britain ther ean be to doubt, 
and the United States succeeded to all the tehte which Spam 
over hind—firet, by the eosion from Franen in TSO and, seqqned, 
by virtue of the Florida treaty and cession from Spain in. ISto 


Ameritins the first aetial Dincdverera of Oreqim. 


Whaterer may be sid pa to discovery, tenanor, ooetpalion, 
exploration and settloment of that vast regian of the mighty 
weet Iving north of the forty-econd narillel, or whatever tay 
be the character Of thad elaime on the partof any country. the 
glory of the actunl) disrovery, of the real scientific exploration: 
and actual settlomont, belongs to America, ta the Inited States; 
andon that high, unimpeachable title, irrespective of all others, 
has our country ever stood and can forever stand in its claim to 
the territary of Oregon. 

The first real axeortion of sovereignty im all that vast region 
occurred when, din May 11, 1792, Captain Gray, of Boston, an 
American ¢ithen aml navigates, « naval officer darine the revo- 
lutionury war, master of the merchant ship Columbia, discov- 
dred and ‘bnteril the great ‘river of the west. Hy aaconded 
itwaters a distunve of twentyfive miles from ite mouth, re 
maining there nine days.and named it Qolumbia " in honor of 
hia ship, planted the Amerioxn fag on its shores anid tool pos 
session of the country in the name of the United: States. Lnde-. 
fatigahle wore the edfinrts of Great Britiin ta wrest this honor 
from the United States, and in support of this effort all) manner 
of cluime were from time ta tiniest uy. 

Suspinion hal been entertained for many years, perhaps 
centary sisted to 17o2, 1 itt she piles ar shepia anid Enplish 
af thas Pacific, aul the Biuliah nnviirations Menits al Tankoue 
hii liewo instructed by their respective geverninienite to male 
erory effort to discover if, They sparnt mouthe inthe years 170] 
and 17(2 in this effort, but without -reault. © Moars,” says one 
historian,“ failed) to fil the mouth of the supposed river when 
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he was led to explore for it in the straits of Fuca, and made 
prrmanont rocand of bis failure in the two tithes le left thure— 
cape Disappolntinent aiid Dhecepitiot buy.” The same histo 
rinty, in epebking of Vancouver, says: © Vancouver scrutinized 
that const for about 251) miles,and so minutely that the surf lies 
baw conatantly acen from the most-head to break on ith shores. 
Thus he failed to diseover the mouth of the Columbia, mistuk- 
Ing evidently the browkers on tte fearful bare for coat surf.” 

This ontry was made Tn his Journal April 20, 17Pzonly twelta 
daya prior to the date when Captain Gray made the great dis- 
carery; and yot, hornuse the English navigator Vanconver aub- 
sequently sailed farther np the river than did Captain Gray, the 
lattur directing him, how to find the entratice, Great Brituin tuwietaa 
that heand not Captain Gray was the discoverer of the Columbia, 
nui} thitenll the rights which attach to atinh dixenvery halang to 
Bnelund and not to the United Stites. 

In dieoiesiny this plage of the Oregon qhestion Profesor Twiss, 
of Oxford University, (hin elaborate paper, ahd: * Capitnin Grmy's 
claim ié limited to the mouth of the fiver.” 

The historian Barrows. in commenting on this character of 
Tonio, Feary pertinently sara: * Thua the disenvery ata river 
is inden progressive work by English claimants, a@ if one should 
discover the Missisippi at New @leans, another at Memphis. 
another at Cairo, another at the mouth of the Missouri, and eo 
on to the fills of Suint Anthony; aH if the discovery of a lost 

cable were progrosive as the sepircate links of the chain are 
howled ow beard? “OD” eove the historian,” this hal not been 
anid by pledlpotontinries we should ¢oll it purity.” 

Mears not only did not diseoeer Columbia river, bot, on the 
contriaty, hoexpressly declured there was ho wach river emptying 
inte the Pagific ocean. “We can now safely assort,” said he in 
hia roport, “thet there iz no such river as that of Saint Roque, 
aa lntd down .au the Spanish charts.” And, as if to omphasite 
the fhilure of his oxpectations, he narned the prontontory lying 
north of the inlet where he hal expected to diseover it “vaipe 
Disappointment,” and the inlet itself “ Duception bay," names 
by which they have heen known ever since. 


The Exploration of Lewis and Olarke. 


rays disoovery and the purchase of Lonutsiana territory were 
quickly followed by scientific exploration on the part of the 
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govertiment of the United Sintes, as also by settlement on the 
port of ite ortiedn, | | | | 

The oxpedition of Lewisand Clarke, organized befory and sent 
out immediately after the consumuintion of the Lavdiaiana pur- 
chase, was one of the meat daring, lifficult, dangerons, and, ut 
the same time, successful of the expeditions of which hiatory, 
eithur of this or of any other country, gives record. 

Ther sous to be some difference in statoments of histerians 
a4 to the namber vom posing that expedition, Acoonling to 
Barruws, it consisted of twenty-vight perionsin all—Lewis and 
Clarke, rite vourwg Kentickions, fourteen United States soldiers, 
two Capadian voyageurs ani) one negre, the body servant an Cape 
thin Clarke, According, howerer, to the probably accurate otes 
of Dr Coues to his now edition of the history of that expediting, 
it’ consisted af forty-five men from Misdourl to the Mandan 
conntry, and of thirty-biwe, including Lawia and Chirke, there- 
after across the continent, the others retunilig from that print, 
as was the original program. 

Cuptains Lewis and Clarke were vominissioned by President 
Jefferson “to explore the river Missouri and its principal 
branche to their sources, and then-to seek te trace to The tormat- 
‘nation in the Pacific some river, whether the Columbian, the 
Oregon, the Colornde or any other, which might offer the thost 
direct, procticalle water communication acres the continent for 
the purposes of commerce.” 

The time occupied by these courageows met i consimmat- 
ing the jinportant and hazardous duty asigued thei by their 
government was two years, four month= and tine divs, atid 
during this time they traveled more than niny thousand oriles 
through an unbroken and trickles wilderness. “The star) wie 
made May 14,154, from their cinp on the Miswissi pp), Wear 
the mouth of the Missourt, and. returning they reached St. Lonis 
September 25, 16t0i They discovered the headwaters of the 
Missouri and of the Columbia, and followed! the watera of tha 
lntter until they landed at cape MMsappointment, at the mouth 
cof the Columbia, in Oregon, Novetiler 15, 18, They re- 
mained there it camp until) March 25, 1506, when they com 
menoed the awent of the Columbia in their canoes on ther 
return trips 

The burdships exporiunced by theso brave man anil by the 
cotrigeous pioneers, mon and women who in the next half cen 
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tury followed in their fhotateps and limvod the innunmerslle 
(ingore aid hardships af the far west, have never been, nor can 
they be, fally dapieted by wither pon or tongue. To them are 
the people uf Amvricn greatly ingdibtied, for Hhev have hown out 
with willing hands, borne wn #tulwart shoulders: mid set with 
stability in ita everlasting resting place, tho foundation stone of 
one of the grandest pillars upon whieh jn part rests today the 
auporh supersiractare of American development aod American 
elWiliaition, How atrneely pathetic is the history and how 
pecnliar are the vieiteitudes surrounditeg the lives of some men! 
(aptiin Meriwether Lewis, after passing through all the untold 
hardships wand perils of that memorable expedi tion, returned to 
airverd brief tHe ss yorernor of the northwestern territory, and 
then to find a lonely grave in the fbreste of Tenweses, either ot 
oJefo de ar or te the victim of the hand of on asdeuisin - ; Jost which, 
history hae never definitely determined. 

Not only hy succession to every right which both Frenee and 
Spain had to this: territory, wither in virtue of secupation or 
ethene ise] not only by the right of sovereignty whiel: attaches 
to the diacoverdt of a new country, nor yet by thoay rights which 
followin the wake of scientific exploration, did the government 
of the Unite! States rest its claim to the territary of Oregon; but 
added to all theee ja that other secumulated right, which is the 
Fist net merely of occupancy, but of nau! wettlenen The law 
of nations recognizes o wide distinetion between thee rights 
which attich to mieré denpeney und those which athich to actuul 
aeliiement The natives of this territory in thelr wild, uneivilised 
shite AT? Mire ocenpants, mere tenants; they are not settlers. 
The Hudson bay trappers nod traders, whe invaded Oregon terri- 
tory in pursnit.of peltries and furs; were mero occupants, similar 
ivall respects in the light of the law in regand to territorial rights 
whith reult from sch socupaney a+ those whioh attach to the 
Indiany. They were not settlers within the Jegal agnhification 
of that term, nor did they attinet to themmelyes those territerinl 
or soveruign rivhta which the law aeourds to settlers, The in 
torvate of wivilization, anv? the law of that civilleition, canwob 
permit i preat oro pire of wild country to rotnin as such for the 
oso of wild men for a game life: ao lies could the low of that 
civilization permit this great forvien monopoly, the Hudson 
Bay company, to ocoupy such country for the sole purpose of 
noruntlating and speculating on the spoils of the hunter, and 
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without any offort whutever to either develop or increase the 
mati) prvivetions of the sountry or lotate or promote a single 
eettlement. Lbyvae-therefire by: mere dervpancy, and nol by be 
Homent, that Engin sought otiginally te strengthen lor ¢laim 
to ane) ney uire rights in the Oregon territory, With the United 
Stites anid the poople of the United States it was entirely dit 
ferent. With the Jatter oconpancy was coupled with that other 
and higher attritute of development and civilization, namely, 
scientific oxploration and actual settlement. 

Aslor's project contomplated nit merely ace uproney of thie ais 
tant territory for purpmene sinilur to the Hudson Bay compuiny ; 
his purposes were of much higher order. Thoy mmoberaced acttle 
ment, the einblishment Of civil society, the physien! dévelop- 
mout of the country, the leveling of the forest, the oolstruction 
of houses, the cultivation of the land, the building of homes, 
the ercetion af sehodl-houses and churches, the making of towns 
anid etties, the establishing of marta, the ereation of commercial 
arteries, and, ina word, the einblishment of sock civil institu- 
tions as would tend to attach the new territory, with bonds indis- 
siluble, ta the states of the Ameritan union, and thus weaken 
and finally and forever sever avery advemy claim, and at the 
#amG thine expand and develop the country and the commercial 
and politiea prestive and power ef the nation, Irving In his 
“Astoria sumovnrices the plans and expectations of Astor in 
these words: * He considered his projocted establishment nt the 
mouth of the Columbia aa the emporio toa iimense com 
mereg; aga colony that would form the germ of a wide civiliza- 
lion: that would in faet carry the American population neroas 
the Hocky mountains ond spread it wlong the shores of the Pa- 
cific as it already animated the #hores of the Atlantic.” 

It was promyted hy such impulses and with anaim to euch 
resulle that the town of Astoria yas established by Autor in INE L. 
The war of 1512 coming on, the Englith captured Astoria, hauked 
down the Amerionn (ag, hoisted the English ensign and vhanged 
the name of the fort from Astoria to Fort George; lit atthe close 
af the wittin S18 it wae restored to the United States by o treaty 
which atipolated the restoration of “all territory, planes and. 
possessions whataowver inken by oither party from the other 
during the war.” In this restorution the English denominated 
it “the settlement; “and however many may bave been the or- 
cupants of this country of there emploped by the Mudson Bay 
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company prior to thet, this was unquestionably the first perma. 
nent settlement inde by white menin the valley of the Colua- 
bin or tn the territory of Oregon, ond this was by Amerioan 
eltheens. The clin, therefore, to prior settleniont of Oregon torr 
tory, now dompring the whole of the states of Oregon, Wash- 
ington and Tdoho aod a partof Montana, canctightiully attoch 
ooly- to the United States, 

Ibi is doubtless: true that the two Winship brothors, of Boston, 
are the men why really made the first attonpt at settlement on 
Colum bin river after Gray" edisenvery. "They sailed fram Hoxton 
July 7, 1804, in two ships, the "Kevin, of which Jonathan waa 
ca.pelenin, ait the Alhvtres, of which Nathan wee muster. ‘The 
(Kara wentdlrent te California, while the Albatross wont to Sund- 
wich islands and thenes to Columbia river, arriving ther with 
{ite nien dn board mitly it thie apring of SLO. The vessel pro- 
steed up the tiver a distance of forty miles; oppesite to the 
plice now known a QOukpoint; where they disembarked) olearedt 
ph ammall tract of land, enacted a building and planted vegetabies, 
all. of which, however, were demolished and swept away by the 
June floods of the same year, when Captain Nathan Winsliiys 
retmbarked with his. mow, joined his brother in California and, 
liming of Asters expedition, mover returned, 

That Greut Britain, opersting throughs divers influential chan- 
nels, motitily the Findson Ray oompany, rodnfored a3 Tk waa ta 
Lea) hy consolidation with the Cunudinn Northwest enviony Pin MF 
if “Heide exerted o most formidalile power igainst the settle 
mbit of Oragon térritery by Americana, and the wives of whose 
influence reachod Waahingtore: with foro time threntened the lnaq 
of the whole territory, is an histori fact woll vatablished. That 
Daniel Webster, an Seeretary of State, was by these intinences at 
one tine convinced that the whole territory wae an unbroken 
waste of sandy deserts, im passalyl mountain, atid Tmopenetrable 
jungles there can be ne roe for doubt. Those powerftal influ. 
ence had been apirating in divers ways prior to 1842 for more 
than a third of nw century, Their affect on the individual and 
public mind in the east-and on the official mind ge well in Wash- 
ington, wae qorked in the highest degree 

That Webster, on Secretary of State, had seriously entem- 
petted jneluiling the whole of this: territory it the Ashburton 
trenty, and subsequently in a eepvirite irentycin exchange to 
Groat Hritnin for certain cod fisheries in Nowfoundland is he- 
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youd question. The insidious and powerfully oftective infin- 
ences.and the remarkably encocsaful aggressions of the Mndson 
Bay company are best Whustrated by the triumphs it achiored in 
the five of what snemed insummountable obstacles, Although 
its original charter dates back te Charla Hoof England,in 1670, 
byw hitch it was franted certain important rights, forty years prior 
tothatasimilorchorter hail been vinrited to the € ‘anadinn Naorth- 
weet Fur company by Looks MITT of Fronce. Prive to 1824 this 
‘company was in numbers, capital, influgned and power vastly 
mMporor taco a most formidable rival of the Mudson Bay eam. 
pany; yet the latter, notwithstanding all this,through ite eu pertor 
anagement and great diplomagy, compollod the former in 1821 
to viel to ond aooept ite own terms aa to union and oconsolida- 
tion, and from that day the Hudson Bay conypany, thos re- 
‘nforcmd in capitel, numbers and inituence, and in the number 
anil extent of its outports, dinated all. ite vast enengies ani im- 
mimes powen te wrest from the United States and abtain eventu- 
ally for Groat Britain the whole of Oregon territory. 


The irrar af our Corermment in tenting for Joint Orcnarncy. 


Hut notwithstanding these superior righteon the part of the 
Unite! States, in virtoe not only of ocoupaney but also of avien- 
tifie explonition and settlement, entitling this country to exela- 
ceive sovervign rights in the whole af (rezon territory, the faot 
thut the Hudson Bay company bad extended its eperations into 
thit region and was engaged in trade there with the Tndinns 
indieed Gur rovernment tomake the fital inisiake of entering 
toho a trenty with Gireat Britain in 1828 providing for joint qewu- 
paney fora poriod of ton vears, This stipulation was extend] 
indefinitely by anether treaty with Grout Haitiin in 1827, pre 
mulgated May 15, 1828: 

Thee tremtjes, however, were not intended, nor did they or 
either of them in any manner attempt, to determine the reapect 
ive sovereign elaine of the United States and Groat Britain, or 
i fact those of any other government, to this territory; they 
were intendial only, ae expressly stated in the treaty, “to pre 
vent disputes anid differences among the oceupants of {hat terri- 
Lory,” 

That the government of the Volted States minide a fearful nie 
take i over consenting by irimty stipulation that Great Britain 
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should, through tte suljects, ocoupy Oregon territory jointly with 
our elticens for a period of twenty-eight yours, instead of stand- 
ing in J817 on our rights os sovereign and ineitting that they 
should be respected, is now generally conceded. Tho value of 
the furs of which that conotey was stripped by the Hudson fay 
comipanyyi that time wea immense, amounting to many tmil- 
lions of dollam. In the four yeats DSH to TS the Hudson 
Bay company alone killed in that region (Opegon territory) over 
$500,000 fur-bearting animale, including beaver, wartn, otter, 
fox, ‘itakeat, bear, ormine, fitehow, Iyax,-mink, wolf, bnoulger 
and-rmecoon, The American for-traders could not compete with 
the Hudson Tay company, es all the anpplies of the latter came 
in frac of duty, But the fact that by the joint oertipaney this 
yreat monopoly was enabled to strip the country of ite wealth 
wos ne nothing compared with the powerfully hostile influence 
it constantly exerted against the settlinent of the country by 
‘Americans and the foethold it afforded Great Britain, enubling 
that power to successfully postpone for nearly a oentury the final 
settlernent of the question o# to.our rights, amd whieh in the one 
com pwlldd dato compromise, and deprived usof that yastextent 
of torritory ving between the forty-ninth parallel acd o4° 40, 
the Rocky mountains and the Pacific ocean. Thomas H. Ben- 
ton and many other leading men denounced this policy af joint 
occupation. Seid Senator Renton in 1845, referring to the treaty 
of joint oectipation: “Thave been cliaragulnst jolut oectipation 
for twenty-eight years as 4 treaty of unmixed miachinf to the 
United States,” Historians agreo that this company stripped 
Orevon territory of furs of the value of over one million dollars 
annuully, amounting to perhapa thirty tniliona of dollars in the 
twonty-elylit yan of joint odonpaniy. 

Tho yrolitionl hixterian, J. Henry Brown, himaelf an Oregon 
pionver of Th, in referring to this matter in his “ Political Fis- 
tory of Oregon,” savas: 

“Oo government could hove well afforded to haw piver im bent of 
$20,100,000 and sxttled the qimetion in 18s, Then, to cap the clinmes, 
cor gerormment wat agin ewirellel in tlhe treaty if TRAM tye myereuinge to 
pew on onlinewn bill ty thot greainst.of frauds and ewindles, tho Puck 
Sound Auricaltcral company, to the tune of $450,000, on acpomat of por 
corcory riglite and tlifmes «if the Hodson Bay company, and om aocount 
af poseessory righte Of the Puipet Sound Agricultiumd cdmpany, the eum of 
ES0),000, a total of $00,000—a nitw commentary on Amorigan sxgacity, 
titesmanelip anil diplommey'!" 


The long Contest of Joint Oniupaney ong 


It was the entirely too ready disposition. on the part of our 
government at the onteet, in T8244, 1824 and 182%, to OO) [iP 
miu our rights in. the Oreroy. territory which resulted ovent- 
wally ina lous to this comtry of territory the value of which 
cannot be estimated, Both. Preahdents Tyler aod Polk were 
handicapped by the offer of suttliment mude to Great Britain 
under former aditiinistrations, In which the government hind 
consented fram tine to time toa cot promise on the forty-ninth 
parallel. 

This, then, was the gtatus of theterritory of Orecon fro the 
date of our treaty with Great Britain in E418 wntil our treaty of 
1546, 0 period of twenty-cight yours. It was one of joint oven. 
panecy in virtue of treaty stipalution between the two countries, 
and it was during ilies bwenty-aight youn that the great hatte 
né to the nltinmte ownership oft bregon-was foughtand won. It 
was not wholly, though in purt, a warfare of men on the fell of 
caring; it Wied mighty, prolonged—in one sense ia phiysi- 
cal nd in another sonteo diplomatio—eontest between the yan. 
gunrds of two civilizations and af two mighty notions, each oon- 
tending with the other for the supremacy, atid each pls with 
the uncivilized, bloorl-thirsty-savages whose conntey wan botiiz 
invaded “though for their civilizatinn and ultininte goud, Such 
wre thie nolikionl status. empharion| ly trenty stipulation, asto in 
dive the belief on the part of Great Britain that the ultimate 
rizght to the whole territory would be determined, not so much 
lithe question a= to privrity of discovery, exploration and setlile- 
mort, but tuther by the chargoty wind enteat of settlement in the 
years that showld intervene Lefure the final decision abould be 
mad by arbitriction or otherwise, 

During this period two purpwses soomed Lo fhapite the wovern- 
mont of Great Britain as a means of ultioately security to hor 
self the absolute qwnership of the whole of the vost Oregon 
territory, One was to impress on our public men and the cov- 
erminent at Washington in every possible manner the allagod 
worthlesiness: of the Weritory ; the other was to push forwaril 
unremittingly through the {ustriamentality of the great govern 
montal Gryat, the Huson Ray company, actual settlenuients in 
the territory, That they guoceaded inn very lange Weutee in 
iiprossing many of the prominent offielals Wf wur gforernnient 
that the whole torritery was a worthless waste, uét worth har 
ing, much jess worth contending for, is made elourly apyparisit 
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frome the congressional debates during the twenty-tight years of 
joint oooupancy. Did time permit, it might he iteresting, in 
view of what the state of Oregon te tulay physically, pon rier 
cinily, socially, and politically, to recite vrynes df Cet ean herent tas 
mude-in thee debates, Twill quote a few oxtrots: 

Senator Mette, of South Corolina, in diseuasing in the 
tnited State Senute In 1343 the bill. of Soustor Linn, of Aite- 
saur, extending the lows of the United States over the territory 
of Oroven and proposing grants of the pablie lands to American 
citizens path inducement to settlers, whieh bill passed the Senute 
Felironry 3, 1843, sald : 

“The wheld region beyond the Rocky tmonnteine aad avi tract hne 
tween that chain and the Miseirwippl ie desert, withnet valine for agri- 
voltural Irposes, nae which ao Atericn albiven ehemld be con polled 
ty tihahit weles ov a pirishinent for oritae, . 

“Why, sir, of what use will this territery ber for agricn literal piarpreiacs ? 
1 woold riot fir that purpose gives pinch of suaff for the whole territory. 
Twhh te Ged Wo did net own kk. Towish it was an npasenble harrier to 
cine ne from thin inbrasny at others. This ts thee chracter ef tye 
country, Whe wre we going to seeod them? Uh vou think your homer 
fires in Pinnayivunia, Sew York, or even in Ohio and Miesquri, will 
‘abandon their fies to go open any euch anterprive as this ® ‘Gul forbid, 
ifnaniy ridin ie te be that country under the temptatien of this tilt” 


Mr MeDuffie concluded by saying: “TY Thad » don who wor 
a fit subject for Hetany bay, [ would urge him to go there,” 

The historians uf the tine wore laboring under thie fearful 
delusion as-to the charactor and value of Oregon, Greenhow, 
wrth jit 144 ih his © History of Oregon and California,” after 

‘stating bis knowledge and views aa to the region jncltder! ite 
‘Orego territory, says: ; 

‘Thaw, oo reviewing the agricultural, commubrelal and other economy paul 
nilvantnen of Orerun, there appears in he no ronrien, fmt on ach ec 
eitterntions, whigh shenld retular eltherof the powers claitning thie pe 
cession that country anxi¢ne to ocenpy it inimoediately or ce willing te 
eincede ik own preteneione to the other fora yery Trihersrle Corey) en 
ave, 


‘Even. Senator Benton, of Miseouri. who anbaapaently became 
one of the gteat defenders of our rizhta ln Oregon (though wofor- 
tunately never lo the full extent of our rightiul claim to territory: 
in the north, butonly to the forty-ninth parallel), as late ne 1826 
regarded Oregon as not worth holding. Ti that year hig, ina Tats 
pines in the Senate, sade: 
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“The ride of the Hovkr minntoins mony be nome) of a conventent, 
rmeatiml and overinsing bowntlary, Along thie ridgw the western Tiinite 
Of thir Repuiblh: stil! be diewe and the stator of the filed ped Terni- 
nitia shill To eneetod: Or ite Highest peik, never to be thrown down.” 


Thanks to Dr Whitman and other pioneer horse: whose names 
and memories are rightfully forever embalmed in the affections 
of every troo American, the western limits of the Republic were 
not drawn on the ridge of the Rocky mountsine. The fablod= 
god" Termings ™ was never stathoned there, Providence had 
willed it othorwiae, nda brave and courngeous people executed 
Hat will, Though those mountains are high and rocky and 
siotiingly insurmountable, they were neither Nigh enough nor 
ratky enough to itnipress disootiragoniearit ot the minds or hearts: 
ofsoch dinticss men and women ae Whitman and his wife dnd 
thoir followers, or to stem the irresistible tide of thu pioneer 
emigration of these resolute and determine) men and women 
who, by their incomparable courage and untold sufferings, sut- 
tled the Oregon question forever. 

The great Iristoric fact i+ that prior to Whitman's visit: to 
Washington (to which I shall presently allude) the sentiment 
among public men wae almost univereal that Oregon wis a 
worthless waste, not worth contending for, Some in fact never 
did learn or comprehend ite yreat value, Ad lute nb 1540 Sqiny- 
tor Winthrop, of Massachusetts, yuoted what Roatan had said 
in 1826, and then remarked: “This conntry will not be atmit- 
ened for elhow-roon in the west fora thousand years, and neither 
the weet nor the country at large hile wny real interest in potain- 
ing Oregon.” 


The Fiptnence of the Hudion Bay Company. 


The Hudson Bay company, through whose active Influence 
this-fnise sentiment was toainly created, was in overy esentiol 
sense the direct, active and all powerful agent of the British 
porormment. Tt held its charter and its licenses from. that phe 
ernment; its officers were saperintended by a governor amd 
deputy govertior anid a committee of director: resident in Lon- 
dan, while a risident governor superintonded and directed ite 
vast operations in Amerien, 

The officers and members of the Hudson Bay compiuy were, 
ss o role, under the dominntion of ‘the home government, One 
grand exvoption, howaver, sani out [a history: Dr John Me- 
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Lauphlin waa the true friend of the American ploneor Brave, 
potornia, noble, his louse, las lander, bie lores, lis entitle were 
all at Hieservice of the poor trayel-worn, weary and diveoursger 
emigrnt Fut for this disposition and these nohle qualities 
he was-ovtrmcised by the company and the British government, 
driven into exile at Oregon City, there to end) hie daye, yok re- 
spected, yonemted, honored by the plonvers af Orezun aml all 
who knew him and his history, 


Doctor Morcue Whitman, 


Tt waa ot this eritionl period in our history thatthe great mnr- 
tyr to the cause of the vindication of American rights ond the 
atvancement of national deralo pmentand Christian civilization 
camo to the front, and tn the grandeur of Amenvan tmanhoord 
in its sullimest sense roso equal to the-great emergency, ancl 
by his meinorable trip acrose the coutinent, from, Oregon to 
Washington, 11 the dead of wititer in 142-43, prevented the 
contdmplated barter of that great empire for a oo) falery bak 
on the shores of Newfoundland. Pr Marcia Whitton, whiake 
riaiie must be forever sésocintod with the early history of Ore 
wou, lad in 1884, under the duspiows of the Anicrlewn beard of 
foreign inissions in Boston, aceanipanivd iw his faith tal wifo, gone 
io wheat was then o distant wildernese, and i 1506 established 
there a mission: Though 45 vears bave passed aince he and his 
wife and pine of their hongehold, on November 27, 1347, fell 
victims to savage outlawry on the plaing of Walls W alla, are 
gave up their lives® as a poet of the cost of preserving aa our 
tizhtfiul heritage that growt territory, bis nume still lives aut will 
continue to live in the history of his country, laiperishable as the 
stars, honored, reapected, alinirert, 

Dr Whitnian, beloy deeply linpressed that the government at 
Washington, through filse inforniition teeeived from Tritish 
sotttees amine others, from the Tritish minister st Washington 
an) the repertof the governor of the Husson Pay qomyyine— 
to the effect that the whole of Oregon territory was comparatively 
worthless; was about to barter the whole thing awny for a eod 
fishory interest, on the const of Newfoundland, determing to 
proceed to Washington at once at all lamards, for the purpose 


*Five of the Indians coneermed in the Whitton tonamere were tried, 
eunvictod, seatenerd and hung at Oregon City. in May, 155), 
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af pineecnting the true state of the cuse To the President, the See- 
relury of State, and other members.of the government, That he 
was justified in his feurs is more than fully demonstrated by the 
historion! ovourngness of the times, 

It ts consedid by all historians who lave written on the syb- 
jeot that Dr Whitman's mlaion tis W ashinuton, accompanied js 
ho was heros the continent by that other brave pionder, General 
A. L. Lovejoy, in the winter of 1842-43, saved Oregon to the 
onion, and all thatis implied in,and which nttielie to, that aal- 
vation, His mission was of a quadruple nature. Th was in the 
interest, fret, of the preservation of the sovercign rights of the 
United States to a vast and immensely toluable territory about 
to be bartered away through Hisinfonnation on the part of the 
government; sound. of the preservation of the lives and prop- 
erty of American citizens, met, women and children, pioneer 
etnigrints, then settled jy Orezon territory, and the proteckions 
of Christian tnissions in the Indian territery of the Far W ent; 
third, of the maturinl welfare of the United States: and fuk 
of the great couse of Amorican civilization. 

Although the board of tulesionsanilur whowe ansplow Dr 
Whitman had gone to Oregon aoven years before, for the reason, 
doubtless, that they did not understand the real situation, did 
not take kindly to hie return without leave on lide noble and 
rerilows mission, and he was, aovariing to the historian Gimy, 
“Instead af being received and treated aa. lis labors justly en- 
titled him to he, met by the esd ealenlatitu relmke for unreason- 
thle oxpenkes, and for dangers Incurred without orders or du- 
structions ot poriniasion, fro the mileslon to come te the states,” 
Although this tiny bw, atid doubtless waa, trie, os stuted in this 
paragraph by Gray, thetime tins at last come when oll dhidows 
have boon dispelled, all doubts removed, and when in the eloar 
light of accurate, impartial history the motives, the comme, the 
patriotivm, the Christinn fidelity of Dr Whitman are seen and 
recognized in their trué character, not only by the representatives 
of the Congrdgntionn| church, ite early ant firasent missions, 
not only be the people of the Pacific northweet, nur vel alone 
by the whole Amerlean people, but likewise by those of the 
whole etvillxed world, 

The interest attaching te this memorible tipof De Whitman 
across thy continent in the witter of 1842-49 was widespread, 
ite fame extended throughout the nation, and the subject of 
Oregon and the rights of the United Stites in-respect to the same 
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were matters of diseussion in all political circles. Mubtie sent 
ment was wrought up to the highest pitch, so much ao that the 
domocratio national convention which met at Baltimore in [S44 
had, as one of its planks, “ Fifty-four forty ar fight," and on this 
plation the Polk adininistrition eine int) power. The em 
harrizsivente with which it was surrounded, however, ilies 
out of the Oregon question and this particular plank i the 
plotiorm, were great. 

The President found that preceding noyotiationa during i 7 
ndininistrations of his prodécessor, Monrow, Acwine, and Tyt 
had not proveeded on the part of the United: States on ‘the 
theory of our right to fifty-four forty; that the negotiations pro- 
cowded rather on the idea that they shoold treat the respective 
claima of the two countries in the Oregon territory with a view 
to vatablishing a permanent boutidary butween then weet af the 
Rocky mountaing to the Pacific opean, anid in this compromising 
spirit these administrations had propieal to fix the boundary 
ow the forty-ninth parillel, To add to the embarrasament, many 
henlinig domovrutic senaturs, including Benton, of Missouri, 
seniited al the idea that our rigtlits oxtoticlend Liv. fifty- four forty, 
anil insisted that we hadno tights extending farther northward 
than the furts-itath parallel To ade still firther to the om- 
lurrasement of the situation, Great Britain, through her min- 
ister, on June fi, 1546, before the administration of Mr Polk was 
clourly launched, submitted oa proposition, the sume that wes 
finally agreed on, of the furty-ninth parallel, and Goupled with 
it the atiggestion that it must be woceptect mt Ginie, ail with- 
out delay, if atall, In this great politieal dilamma President 
Polk resorted ton course which, though adopted a few thes In 
the earlier years of our voverurterit, hail not beat resortel to 
for nearly half a centiry—that is, of aocking tie advice of the 
Senate of the United States in advance of action on the part of 
the executive. 

Consequently on Jane 10, 1346, the President tranemitted to 
the Senate the proposal in the form of the convention presented 
to the Seermtary of State on thesixth of that month liv the British 
envoy, far ike aviee Mr Polk's neauage trinenittigy this con 
vention conclided ms follows : 

“Should the Sonate by the eonetiqutional majority required for the 
ratification of treatlis didvise thir accepts cf tle propomitivas cm miby ise 
it with anal nicdifetiicns asthev may open fill deliberation ceva projet, 
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Tehall tonfim my action to thelt odvins Should the Senate however, 
decliow by each onnatitutional majerity to give eaeh pdviow or in ox pom 
wn eopplininen ein theaabjert, Pwillewnbder it my dity to rgect the offer.” 


Ln other words, Preident Polk, encompassed on the one hand 
by the plank in thy platform on which, he was elected, of“ Fifty- 
four forty or fight,” and on the other hand by the action of pre- 
coding alministeitions in eanflict with that proposition, his party 
letdors divided on the question, and the issue bronht directly 


to the front lv Gront Pritain, concluded to and did throw the 
whole responsibility on the Senate of the Unttid States, Two 


days eubeeqnenthy, June 12, 146. the Sente adopted a resolu 
tion advising the I'resident to accept the proposal of the Hritish 
government, aod asa result the convention waa finally agreed 
ta Jinne 15, 1N4u, 

So, although this memorable controversy had remained un- 
suttied for nearly hall a century, itis a remarkable historical fet 
that but line divs tapred between the sobmission of the firnnl 


propesition to compromise by Great Britain and the signing of 
the tronty. 


Notwithstanding the set that one hundred and three voars 


have elazieod since the discovery of Columbia tleer by Chp- 
tain Gimy, ninety-two rears since the cession of Lotiisinna, and 
SeVcnty-six years sino cur cession from Spain, the settioment of 
our tithe to a certain portion of the territory of Oregon was held 
in abeyance anti] October 21,1872, les than twenty-three years 
i, = That way the inland of San Jian, The treaty of June 15, 
TRS, between the United States anil Great Liritain,, which was 
Entetuled ta settle all questions relating to our northern bountlary, 
lmmirertently left the question as ta the tithe to this island an 
oponone. The treaty in defining the northern boundary of the 
United States froui a point in the Rocky mountains on the forty- 
ninth parallel, fromowhieh point eastward the boundary line lind 
been fixed bey the second article of the troaty of Washington, in 
S42, rends a8 follows; 


“Shall be continued westwanl along said forty-ninth parallel of north 
latitude to the middle of the channel which sepamies the continent fran 
Vancouver’ island) al then seirtherly throogh the midlleof dnd cluinnel 
and of Fica’s straits to (be Puclfic comin,” 


This island i Ioented in the “channel” montioned in this 
treviy, atid the ynestion at once arose, and fora period of twenty- 
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five years was a source of aggravating coutrovorsy between this 
country and Grewt Mritain, atone time very tearly involving the 
two nations in war, aa to which was the“ ehnimnel ” referred ty 
inthetreaty. Gront Britain. trie to a national tendeney, ingisted 
while the United States inatatod that Haro ¢hannel, on the north- 
ern side of the island, was the main channel within the moanity 
“of the trey, | 

This witor boundary controversy was finally adjusted by a 
provision in our treaty with Groat Erithin of May 6, 1471, sub- 
mitting the question to the arbitration of the German [mperor, 
who, on October 21, 1572, made his award sustaining the conten- 
tion of the Unttert States; and thus, after a period of nearly eighty. 
vours, dating. from the dlacurury Of the Columbia by Captain 
Gray, the whole question as ti the ownershi poof the Oragon terri- 
Lory wae finally determined, not, however, withatt o sacrifice of 
important ‘righte a4 to our northern boundary in the interest of 
oumpronm le, 

That Dr Whitman was misunderstoad ‘at the time by many, 
nd by none tore than ly the board of Aimertean missions, ane. 
therefore suffered unjuat criticiam from thet hoard, there can be 
no question. Barrows, in hie * History of Oregon,” in referring 
to this fact, anys: “ He, os Coleridge aoyes of Milton, strode so far 
before his contomporarics as to dwarf himself by the distanie.” 
But the day of atonement has come, and although jn this as in 
Tiany other cases juaties hus been delayed, vet as a pout hes 
said," Ever the right comes uppermost, and ever justice is done” 
No longer ag than Sunday, the tenth of the present month 
(March, 1865), in the city of Chicago, the day was wiilely ob- 
aorrvedl in the Congregational churches of that city in honor of 
Marowe Whithan, and incidentally to aid of Whitman ¢ollege at 
Walla Wall ‘The Chicago Jiter-Ooeon, in itetsene of March 11, 
gave: 4 Der Whitman ia the hero of the Congregational church of 
this centory. In fact, in the largeness of the results he accom- 
plished, ta man of the century leads him.” 

At the cite of Walla Wallu, in the state of Washington, within 
six miles of Waililatpu, the spot where he and hie miaslonary 
wife and nine other companions were, on November 7, 147, 
mifeilesly dnughtered by the very savages whose best Interests 
had been subsatved by then aod whore honda lid Trion blessed 
bv their hoaadictions, there leto be erected a college bearing hie 
hime, with ao endowment of $300,000, £50,000 of which has heen 
pledged by Dr D. K. Pearson on condition that the balance is 
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raised, That collese, when eretied, as it doubtless will he, will 
‘be a fitting snd lasting monument to his name. 

Whitman suceesded in (lisabusing the minds of Daniel Web- 
ster, President Tyler, Thomas TH. Benton,and other public men 
as tothe character and value of Oregon territory, They had 
‘edn to bellevey, through the sontinuons iiiaripreaentations tue 
which | have rafuereil, not only that Oregon territory was af little 
value but thot ited a physical impossibility to gofrom Fort 
Hall te Qregon with wagons. Whitman tid taken his wife inn 
wagon over these mountains eight years before (in 1895) ond he 
mere them there was no insarmouttable lithetlty; and he 
proved his aesertion /by leading back to Oregon an emlzmtion 
the same year, the sunimer of 1345, with 200 wagons and over 
1,000 men, women and ehildren, not losing, a8 Toremernbwer the 
history, a single wagon ora eingle life in the journey west of Fort 
Hall. 

Dy Whitman wad a born loner of mon. Ey had the coumyo 
to fnew ovety datiwer, however perilons. in dufense of the mht 
His offorta while in Washington, coupled with the magnificent 
suneesses of his oxpecttion the anme your, turned the seale in 
which that vast territory was being weighel andl balanced be- 
tween the two countries in favor of the United States, 

‘Had Dr Whitman been possessotl of the eqpotistic assunince of 
Hirace of old, and could le have gaged down the long avenues 
of coming ages, he might, with him, have truly aaidl : 


T have achlewed » towor of fine 

More diraite than gold, M 
Adsl becttien tht the royal fre 

CP peremiile of oll’: 
Which none inclomencive of clin, 

Nor (hervest witils that blow, 
Nor ordless change, noe lapse of time, 

Shall ever operthrow, 
I eanmot perteh utterly ; 

The broader part ef tne mit live, and live ond pever div, 
Fait bette Theat clevrtee! 

For T shall always grow, anh eprenid 
Aly now-hlown boners wtill, 

Lewy ad the priget and veetul tren 
The Capitolien til. 

Pehall be song when thy rough waves, 
Ay idtice river, fix, 

Ant When oh) Diuor scantily lnves 
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Acd roles his rustie home— 

As chief jendd fleet T shill te stoma, 
Though lowly, gremt iti tilghit, 

To tune mv country's heert inl tonperne, 
And tune them both aright, : 


The Contention of Great Rritarn, 


Tn ovr contention with Great Britain respecting Oregon terri- 
tory it waa very earniatly and with sume degree of facotiousneds 
nsnerted by the British ininistee, Fackenham, that the different 
titles under which we claimed were conflicting ond therefore 
destroyed each other, namely, diseovery hy Spain, cession from 
France, and discovery and sottloment by American cititons; Tat 
Me Callionn, 04 Secretaryof State, in his lotter to Mr Packenham, 
disposal of that assertion with this remark: 

“Tt has been oljected that we claim tinder various and canfiivting titles 
which niutnally destiry avchothor, Sieh might indeed te the fat while 
thoy wer bell by different parties, bot sincy wy have rightfilly acquired: 
bith thew of Spalnand Prince and concentrated the whole in oir own 
handa, Huiry notodily bhiond with gach other and form ome strong unl 


commecting chain of tile aginst the opposing ¢laime efall others, fauibael- 
lng Grent Britobn.” 


Mr Buchanan, in reférring te this plase of the ease, aald : 

“'Thit isa most ingenioos method of making two distinet and iode- 
pendent tithe held by the sume nation worse than one—of arraving then 
mine eneh other wid thes dettriving the validity af beth Fron the 
meainent Spain teaafurred all her rights to the United Statoe all poritle 
conffict between the two titles ended, bath being united in the ane juirtr. 
Two tile: whieh might laws com ftieted, therefor, were thos blonjed 
together, The tithe now vetlel iin the United States ie jnet ae atrotig ae 
‘though every sct of dieovery, explorition and settlement on the port of 
both power tad been performed by Spade alone before ehe, bed trance 
forte al) lier rhglt= us thie United States. The two powers are one itn thls 
ruepect: the two tithe an one, nd they serve tu contirn arid etrougthen 
coach other.” 


Creat Britain, again through her plenipotentiarios, sought to 
discredit, the ofect af the discovery of Columbia river by Cap- 
tain Robert Gray, for the renson, as-enggestord, that his ship, the 
Chfumiia, waa a tradiag and not a national veseol, This eonton- 
tion was apwodily disposed of by Mr Buchanun with this remark : 

“The British plenipotentiary attempee to depreciate the value ta the 
Vaited States of Gray's discovery boenuse hie ship, the Cifvmdia, wis 
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thvling amd neta national vessel, As he farnishes mo reueoti for this die 
tinetion, the underiznel will confine hinmelf to the remark that a mee- 
chant vessel bens the fer of lier comntry at the monthenl, at) coitinges 
urrler ite jorisdicthen and protection in the aioe manger ae though she 
had been commissioned far the express parpaee of making discoveries.” 


In this otvat and prolonged diplomatic contest, one of the 
Hhiost interesting questions disoussed wie a8 to what extent con 
tinuity of boundary furnishes a just claim in epnnection with 
those of discovery and occupation, This question grew outof 
the claim on tht part of the United States that the Laoniriane 
territory extended to the Pacific seean, ‘Thie claim was dete 
on the part af Great Hejisin. Tt was insisted, however, wlth 
wrewt ability by Seeretary of State Calhoun, and subsequently 
iy Secretary Buchanan; Fire, thut the claim was valid tnder 
pruslilie law, anid, aecomelly, that Groot Hritain, having iserted the 
validity of the doetting in tefirence to ler possessions in thts 
eouritry as agminet Franed, even to the extent of going to war 
with that power in 1763,.was stopped from denying the validity 
of the doctrine as againat the United States, especially Inasmuch 
azour poople had contritated so much to a result in that con 
test favorably to fireat Britain; and it waa further contended by 
our diplomatists that Great Britain, whatever may have bouts 
her rights in Oregon territery, relinquished all te France by the 
eeventh article of the treaty between Great Britala and Pranee 
at the close of that war. in FS. 

The vontroversy lo reference to the dorreet northern boundary 
of the Oregon territory, whether the forbe-ninth panidlel, 93 wow 
nirted] iuplar, dxeept along the straits of Foen, or 4° 4ff north, 
is one familiar to oll Spain noyvestionshly always asserted 
elaim aa far north aa the sixty-firet parallel, but in ber treaty 
with Rossin 54° 40" wae recognized, Tt was ¢latined, however, 
that by the treaty of Utrecht in 1713, which provided for deter- 
mining “the limits to be fixed between the bay of Murwon and 
the places appertaining ty the Freneh,” the boundary between 
Louisiana tind the British territories: north of wes aolaally 
fixed by commissioners on latinnde 40°. Whether this i trae 
or not ja a matted of very seriéas disputation. A carefol exam 
inntion of all history béenritig ‘upon the point loads me to the 
ooncliwiot that auch wae not tie fact. 

In toply to the elaim of the United States to go to O47 Aff, it 
was assorted that whatever might have hoon the right of Spain, 
the latter in ceding to France in 180) stipulated te convey only 
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as fur north as the forty-ninth parallel. To this contention the 
Unite! States repliod anid with much force, and the contention 
should never have been absndoned: If this he so and if ithe 
tro the right of Spain is wood to 4° 40 then the strip betweon 
the forty-niith parallel and 54°47", whith it was tlle whe noe 
mcloded in the cvscion of Spain to Prune in 1800, was included 
in the cession of Spain to the United Siates in the trenky of 
Mlorida of Sith by whiel) Spnita conveyed overy right alia had 
on the continent. north of the forty-aeoond jeitallel. Mt Secre- 
lary Buchanan, in, his reply to Packenharm, anid : 

“Etter an lilstoricnl and striking fet, which mivet have an ini portant 
hearing agsinat the claim of Gront Hyitaiti, that this Nwotha convention, 
which was dictuind hy her to Spain, contalies no provision impairing they 
Titi sovereaghity whieh that power hae! ueartes| for tiirl> thie eee 
turite over the whole Wistern side of North Annericn je Gor north de the 
wixty-firat degree of bniltud: ani which bpd iever'bern soricmely qyiiie. 
Hone! by any Buropeaan natin,” 


Subaoyuently to 1818 and down to the final scitlement of the 
houncury question in 1846 the only matorin) diifkrence in the 
views of American statvmen and diplomatists was as to whether 
the rightfo) claim of tho United Stites"extondod ti 547 4 ot 
only to the forty-ainth parallel, All concurred in tho apininn 
hint our claim was berond question good at least ns far north 
as the latter, while many of our ablest statesmen and Lipvlonmnet- 
ists, stronpythened and supported by a powerful acntiment among 
the poople, insisted that our claim extetided to 4°40’. No ave 
thine, however, nor indeed all ojtier influcnees dombined, dial as 
nitich to strunvthen the sentiment and belie! in furor of our 
elanm to 34° 40° nv the mission of De Whitman in 1842, 


The Opening of the Qreyun Hutte. 


Frémont has been designated in history aa “tho Path-finder,” 
and in some respects he is justly ontitled tothe paoadonym, but 
hewn tet the one who opened the great trandeontinental tril to 
Oregou by way of Fort-Hall, Fort Hall was the leawting exateri 
outpost ofthe Hudson Tay company. It was located on Snake 
river about 100 mile north of Salt Lake City. “ Here,” ed 
one historian, “many liniilgrnint companies had Leen intini- 
fisted and broker up by Hudson Bay inom, atid #0 Fort Hull 
server as a cover to Oregon, just asa battery at the tiouth of i 
tiver protects the inland city omits banks.” Hero it-was that the 
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Hudeon Bay people in 1826 made a determined but unstiocesfil 
effirt lo prevent Whitman from attempting to go through with 
his wagon to Oregon, inaisting it was a plyysion! impozsihility. 
The Tylor administration had promised to send Lieutenant Frée- 
mont and his oomyeiny aa in escort to protect Whitman and his 
200 wayeies tind 1000 mien, women and children on his-return 
to Oregon in the summer and fall of 1847, but iniled to do so. 
Whitrnn’s expedition left Waliport, Missouri, in June, 1945, 
and although at Fort Hall, 1,924 miles from the starting point, a 
determined effort was again made by the Hudson Bay men to 
prevent Further progress, insisting that it wus impossible to go 
through with wagons, Whitman and his 20) wagon did go 
through and arrived at his heme on Columbia river September 
4, 1848. Frémont did not teach Fort Hall until October 2 af 
the cane your, forty-nine dara after Whitthan and his experti- 
Hon hod passed (hat point: nor did Prémout arrive over a new 
trail but over the identical one, for a distance of some hunidrerl 
miles, which Whitman, Spaniding and thoir wives had trodden 
geven yours before, Dr Whitman left hie home on thet ‘olumbia 
on this great mission Oetober 4, 1542 and returned there Sep- 
tomber4, 1845, after an absence of just cleven months, 


The Organization of a Prociionnl Gonerament us, Oregon, 


Following this successful expedition led by Dr Whituan in 
1813 came thy orginiwution of a provisional poveriment by the 
people thet in the territory and the final settlement of the whale 
question by the treaty: of 1846, Ab the time of the organization 
of the provisional government there was but one law book im 
all that region. This was a copy of the lows Statutes; and in 
the fundamental law of the provisional governthent there was 
this provision: “The laws of Towa herritory ball be the law in 
this torritery in civil, military and criminal cases when not other 
wise provid.” Another provision which thee brave, oourngo- 
ous, fibertyloring plorneers Inscribed in their fundaniental law 
wos this: “There shall lw neither slavery nor involuntary serv 
tudo lo anid territory, otherwise than for the punishment of erie 
whereof the parky shall have boen duly conviction,” 

Oregon, though added to the United States by the treaty of 
1346, and crested a territory, inchoding what is now the states 
of Washington and Idaho, in Angust. 1845, liad no territorial 
enrerminant antil 10, fn Marah of this your ite first berriturial 
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povernorarrived and organiaal a tereitory with 8,755 inhulitants 
This territory wae not dieniwim lend until 1848, when the terri- 
tory (now state) of Washington was carved out of it It heeame 
ore of the states of the union July 14, 1850, ated in 1803 the werri- 
tory (now state) of Ida wae set apart from its ares. 

OF all the public men of the sountry daring the period of the 
carly settlement of Oregon, no one-seomed to gruap the real situ- 
ation or so fully comprehend the vastness of the prospeotive 
interenta at stale as Lewis Field Linn, United States Senator 
from Missouri, ‘To hia memory more than to that of any other 
public tan of the time do the pioneer inmizrants and the people 
a Oregon genemily owes tritate of lasting veneration. 

The measure for which Senator Linn se vigorously and von- 
atanitly libero! priot to his death, in 1843, for makitig donations 
of the public lands in Oregon territory to citizons of the United 
Stated to indune immigration and settlement finally materialized 
in anact af Congress passed September 27,1560, This act rory 
largely facilitated immigration tonnd settlement in that country: 
One unfortanate tacideant, however, altuched to this olherwine 
heaaficurt snd highly commendable piece of legislation. While 
it (ncititatad imnviuration it tended also to facilitate inarriage, 
net enly among the immigrants, bat between male immigrants 
and Indian womes. By the fourth section of the act o grat in 
preveiti was made to any man whe would reside on and oulti- 
Vile for four eonsioutlve veirs a tract of 820 neres of land if 0 
Hinge man ond G40 if tinrried. While tinder this provision sot- 
Hement of the country was rapidly developed. it is nevertheless 
0 fact, folly borne out ‘by the records of the courts in that con niry 
within the next few years thereafter, that the prominm paid on 
marriage resulted in an unnsual and abnornal crop of divorces, 
ae Tiny MiNtringes, etpecially those with Indian women, were 
based on mo other or higher consitlerstions than the MerechATy 
ones offered by the act. 


The Name Oregen, 


There are various theories a8 to the origin and derivation of 
the name “Oregon.” Some writers declare that it ix derive: 
from the Spacish, signifying “ wild thyme,” so called on account 
of the abundance of thatharh found hy early uxplorare. Others 
insist it isan Indian word, in use about the headwaters of tho 
Colurbia to designate the waters of thutctiver and meaning the 
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~yrowt river of the west,” and olvtained from therm by Jonathan 

Carver, a native of Connectivut, in 1760-48, who apent two yenri 
ainong the Indians on the waters of the upper Mississipi, now 
the #tateaf Wisdonsin, Carvers asceounts, however, in referencn 
to Hinny tneaktors, wre comtmidietory and unreliable, though in 

reference to this ho was quite likely right. It is more than 
pro! mble that an article published difty-three rear age, in 1842, 

in Hunt's Magarine “and reproduced by the historian Brown in 
his political history of Oregen, presents the eurrect solution of 
the question. Speaking of Oregon territory and the dizenvery 
of Calambin nver bv Captain (Gray, thia articlé says: “The 
territory watered by this river and ite tributaries has since "— 
that is, since the dissovery of the river—* been called the Orezon 
territory from a tradition said to have prevailed among the 
Indians tear lake Superior of the existence of m mighty river 
rising in thet vicinity and emptying ita waters into the Pacific, 
nod which was supposed to be the, Colombia” Bryant in his 
celebrnted “ Thanatopeis," written in 1515, refers to the Columbia 
river aa the Oregon: “ Where rolls the Oregon, vil hear no 
aout save hia own dashing,” 





Barly Newe-carrying ia nnd ty Oregon, 


Tt is w singular liistorival feet that the pioneers of Oregon 
territery clown as late as the settlement af our northern bownd- 
ary, in 1M46, received most of their nows from Washington ly 
way of the Sandwich ialanda, A semi-vearly veel also brought 
letters and papers aroond cape Horn, the newsin which wos nuces- 
sarily somewhet siale. Lirutenant Hewiaon in hia napert sagt: 

“Pktoher 14, P06, the American beirk Tivdon arrived from the Sand- 
wich tetris aod hroaght nee of the Oresin teesty, the Mexican war 
and the oecupation of Cvlifornin, The. right of ownership of the @il 
lieing vestiel be treaty, | no longer felt.aoy reserve tn lobethiy out tay ots 
shor, tind It hie been ecnie thine wiying over Ont (ourter on they very 
spot which wasn settied by white: men on the banks of the Columbia.” 


On the receipt of the nows from the Sandwich islands, James 
Dougings, the chief fretor of the Hudson Hay company and a 
pronvanced Hritisher, addreseel the following letter to Guvernur 
Abemethy, of Oregart: 


“Coin Anmmerray, Bey. 


“Dita Sk: Very important news for all portion in Oregon, hae just 
been received by the bark Thelon from the Sandwich islapils. Te agpearn 


“Fort Vascocven, Monember 3, 148. 
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Hut the bourdary quition ly inoally and’ fully setied, © © © The 
British government hae rundered more than etrint justion moquired; lat 
_ dohn Ball ty generons, and wae bound to lx something more than jaat to 
bis protaieing =n Jonathan, whe will no doubt male nm good tse of thr 
aif. - F&F - = 
“Yours troly, dass Dotan." 


Tt waa not until 1550 that the people of Orowon hud a somi- 
monthly mail, through « service established between San Fran- 
claco and Portland, Oregon. 

The first attempt at sending mail across the continent from 
Oregon tetritory was in LaG8, fifty-seven yours ago, When letters 
wore carried from the Willamette valley, in Oregon, to Medport, 
Missouri, in sixty days, ineluding two daya' detention at Lapwai 
and two days sit Fort Hall, enrrying to Reverund Jason Les, the 
Oregon missionary then in tho east, the sad intellirence of the 
death of his wife in Oregon: 


The fltet Printing Press weat of the Rocky Mountains, 


The first printing pregs in Oregon was received as a donation 
from the mission of the American Board of Forcign Missions in 
the Sandwich tslinds to the mission of the board in Oregon, Tt 
reiched ite destination at) Lapwai, now the state of Idaho, then 
# part of Oregon territory,and was put in operation by Mr E, 0, 
Hall, of the Sandwich Islands mission, wid commenced publish- 
ing books in the Nee Percé languuge, This was in 1838, fifty- 
gevor veursage, It was the fret printhur press west of the Rocky 
moontoins. The first sewapapier published within the Htnite of 
the present state of Oregon was established at Oregon City seven 
years later,in 1845, [t was called the “ Oregon Spectator.” 


The first white Birth and Burial. 


The first white American child born on the Pacific const was 
the dunghter of Dr Whitman and wife, born war Walla Walla 
du 1839, On June 26, 1838, Mrs Marin Pitman, wife of the mis- 
slonury, Reverend Jason Lie, died near Salen, Oreron, She was 
the timt white Amorican woman to clase her eves in death wet 
of the Rocky mountains Tudiy, onan lanmble headstone which 
markt hor last resting placd in Salem, Oregun, may be read the 
following inscription : 
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“ Beneath this sod, tho fleet ever broken in Organ forthe recoption of 
a white mother and child, Hu hurled the reminins cf Ariat Maria Iitian, 
wite of Reverend Jason Loo; al infiet eon, She sailed frien Sew York 
ln Wily, 1806; landed in Oregon Jane, TAIT; was married in Jily; 1A, 
aod dle Jone Oi, Pee tn full enferrsieent of Hamt love wihlels espa ratte 
ber to leave all for Christ amd heathen sools, “JLo we luave Toft all and 
followed Thee; what shall we have therefore?" 


Gographie Characteristics and Natural Resources of Oregon. 


What, briefly, are the prominent geographic characteristics 
ond notural resources and advantages of the state of Oregon? 
To enumerate, much loss describe or disenss them would require 

a long series of lectures, each of which, to be properly aoder- 
prinns anil Appreciated, whould he fully Husteated. [may men- 
tion w few auity af the most notable, 

First, an area—and T speak now ot the present state of Ore- 
yon—of 96,000 stare miles, containing HO,S18 400 pores, com- 
prising every conoelvable olaracter of surface configurations au 
iri greater in extent by more than 6,000 square miles than all 
of England, Soitland atul Waled combined, with thoir aygreyato 
population of over G2000,000;-an area over eight tinies lurwer 
than Belgiam, with its population of above 6,000,008), and laut 
GO square miles lows than one-half that of France, with ite 
40,000,000 people. 

Thit arow consists of umertua and extendeil fertiic valleva; 
minintain ranges, rich inminerals, loth provkone and lisse, whose 
side are clothed with eternal verdure and whose peaks are 
crowed with eternal snow; forests unsurpassed in extent and 
in the number, variety and majesty of the tree composing thurn : 
imniente fertile pluteans of ovorlasting prean, oh whore nutri 
Hews grisaes feed 2,000,000 ghoop, of the value of 85,000,000, 
ani) which provides anwially over 17,000,000 pounds.of wool, 
arching, according to price, from $82,000,000 to 82,250,000 
=otKO) horses, of the value of €7,000,000; 6,500 niolis, of the 
value of 8300,000; 125,000 miloh cows, of the value of $3,000,000, 
200 1,000,000 oan and other cattle, of the value ef £12,000,000. 

Thon we have sandy deserts, gradually being converted into 
fruitfal erain flelds in virtue of the processes of irrigation ; ming 
nificent rivers, Including the Columbia, the wreat father of 
westirn waters, the Snake, the Willamette, the VYombill. the 
Tualutin, the Santinm, the Siushiw, the Rogue, the Tmipaina, the 
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Coyuilld, the Nestucen, the Nehaleni, the Sandy, the John: Tay, 
the Link, the Loat, the Deschutes; the Unatilla, the Grande 
Ronde, the Powder, and others of less magnitude and sienifi- 
cance, Including innumerntle streams, pure os the snow of the 
mountain sides when: they spring and filled with trout and 
other qlibly tishes ; grand lnkes, which mirror tack in aulliine 
bewate their mountain walls of granite, fringed with the waving 
branches of stately tira; extensive caverns, birilhiatit in stalactites: 
ond cooled by running mountain streams of living woters; ond 
Inatly,; Volentic regions, benritig on their endrusted suriaen tho 
very. picture of desolation, thus far eoccessfully defwing the 
Angenoity of man and every effort at reclamation. [1 is grati- 
fring, however, to be able to aay that this character of configuru- 
tion ia confined to avery small area in southeastern Oregem, 
probably in all less than. 1, (000 square niles, lenowiias the “ Lava 
Beds” Here it: wae that General Canky and the Reverend Dr 
Thomas, peace commissioners, last their lives while treating with 
the Tndiuns, ju 1SF2,an Indian dedperndo known as Captnin 
Jack lealing the murdering attack, Peace counmisioner Colonel 
A. B. Mesehain, on Oregon pioteer, wos seriously woutided ot 
thio Hamie tine, | 

Orecon is divided north nod south by throes moniter mnygres, 
separating the state inte four tiers of fertilo valleys. First, the 
Const range, running parallel with the Pacific ocean the length 
of the entire state, and on an average distant some 40 mile from 
the coast, separating the Nehalem, Tillamook, Alsen and other 
coast valleys from the valley of the Willamette; second, the 
Cascade range, running also north and south parallel with the 
Const tanee, distant from the latter on an average 75 to 100) 
tiles, and separating the Willamette, Vinpotta and Rogue river 
vallevs from the grout Polind Empire in edatorn Oregon, faiclud- 
ing the valleye-of Umatilla, Ochoco and other grazing plains 
lying to the eastward : and, third, the Blue mountains, ranting 
from. southeast te pon etiat eareeraw these valleys again from: 
the magnificent wheat fields of the Grand Ronde, Powder rivur, 
Wallown, Snake riverand other valleys in the counties of Union, 
Baker, Grant and Harney, in the region in whith wre located 
La Grande, Cnion, Baker City, Ontario, Huntinete n, Canyon City, 
and numerots flourishing wining and commertial towns, 

Aunin, the stute is divided In the other directlon by the Cala- 
pools mounting, croaing the state trot east to west, from the 
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Coseides to the Pacific uot, dlaiat 150 miles frum ite southern 
botncdery. Other minor ranges also intersect the stati oat and 
west, including the great Siskiyou minge on the dividing line 
between Oregon ond California. 

The atate contains more than 25,000,000 nores of arnble land. 
The Willamette villev alone contains 5,000,000 acres, The whole 
arable ares is greater than the one-half of the entire area of the 
dix New England states. Over 10,000,000) seres for abhint one 
sixth of the whole state) are covered with forests, the greater 
portion is magnificent and valiinble as ony in the world uf like 
Species, the lalancy of the etute belny mouttain, erasing, and 
desort lands, the latter of which can be ndarly all made highly 
productive by irrigation. 


The Mountain Mouka of Oregen. 


The great mountain ranges of Oreror-anil their grand sconary 
nite the | pride of all her people and the wonder and admiration 
of every traveler who boholds them, Rising from thy Chseade 
tunje, In the state of Oregon, in atately beauty and majfestic 
grinder, with sumeiite ponotrating the dlouds anil werapipied iy 

everlasting anows, slain, like vrout santindls on towering battle- 
ments. mount Hood, 12,000 feet in height: Jefforsen, 10,200 
fret; Black butte, 7000 frets Snow butte, (000 feet: the Three 
Slaters, 9,000 feet; Dinmen) peak, 8,407 feet mount ‘Mheilsen, 
TEX) feet: mount Scott, 1, 125 feet; Onion poak, vver dO) feet: 
nirid Loot, but tot least, micunt Pitt, ar motnt McLaughlin, as it 
ie somtimes called, near the ciutherm blotdary af the dtate, 
S760 feet in beight. These are all-in the Caseade munze and 
within the state of Oreven and, commencing with mount Hood, 
the giant of the line and sieminyly the commander of the 
colninn, located about 2) miles due south of Columbia river in 
the conter of the Cascade minge, they stand ina line rinning 
almost due north andl south in the order I hove named them, 
mount Pitt being near the California line, Monit Hood was 
named after Lord Hood by Vancouver’ navigzatar, Lieutenant 
Broughton, in 1702 The exact heightof this mountain, I be- 
heve, hus never Laen accurately ancertnined, the reported meas- 
urements tnging all the way from 11,000 to 18.000 feet Tt ia 
known, however, fromomere recent measurements, to be about 
12,000 foet ia hoight, or some TAN feet lower than Sliasta, in Culi- 
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fornia, and mount Rainier or Tacoma, in Washington, Slightly 
enat bf wonnt ood and bot 70 miles distant, in what was once 
a partof Oregon territory, hot now the state of Washington, 
stands mount Adan, 9,570 fret in height, samed for John 
Quiney Adimy. Tt i one of the five snowy peaks visible at. the 
wane tine from nearly every point of northern Oregdn, One 
hundred milea north of mount Hood and northwest of mount 
Adama, alae in Washington, i mount Saint Helens, some 0,750 
‘feet in height, a magnificent cone, Which ia anid to he frerpuently 
inn state of artiinions nid which is confidently anid te have heen 
(a4 ala Rainier) during the past year, Mr J..Quinn Thornton, 
ond of Oregon's earliest pioneers and chief justice of the terr- 
tory, in his “ History of Oreyon and California,” asserts itwaein 
astate of ermmption in1S41.  Frimeant recurs the fact that ite wees 
“in a state of activity November 13, 143," The statement is 
well niithenticute! that in 132 mount Saint Helens sontterod 
ashes over the country to a distance of 100 miles, eo obseuring 
the sunlight a4 to make #t necessary to ernploy artificial Hight it 
midday that distance from the motttain. There is a perpetual 
flow of hot water at n fA pwintin its southern slope, indicating that 
the voleatic foréns are not entirely extingrished, 

The ascunt of mount Hood from the south has bean frequently 
mde, and in more recent years by mon and women numbered 
bythe hundred. On duly 4, 1587, members af the Oregon Alpine 
eluh of Portland, Oregon, carried te its summit 100 pounds wf 
iuminating redefire, The Tliminntion Insted 48 seconds and 
was seen fron Portland on the weet. a distance of 60 miles, and 
Prineville on the east, a distance of 80 quiles, Tho Ulunmination 
wis repeated in IS85, wher it is asserted hyliogtaphic conmnt- 
entinma were exchanged with the Signal Service officers at Port- 
lnod, In July, 1894, & party numbering about 15) men and 
worwen hécended to ite gunumit in two separate columns, one 
from the north, the other from the south. This mountain has 
wmitted «mole at intervole since the earliest settlement of the 
COMETH: 





Cyater Like. 


No leas interesting are the likes of Oregon, which sieap in silent 
bentity in the inv embrace of the monutains, dome of them hun- 
dreds aml even many thousands of feet above the level af the 
ven, ‘They are nomeroua and Of interest of deep os their placid 
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waters; hut the ong which above all is romantically interesting 
sured wurprigtnaly wonderfil is that known as(mter lake. Tt ts 
locited in the Cascade range,in eoutheastorn Oraygon, at an eleva- 
tion of over §,000 feet. Tia rim or shore ds 1,800 feet higher than 
meotnt Washington, in New Hatnpahire; 40000 feet higher than 
Vesuvius, lin, Noples, and on the satoo elevation above the sem ha 
mont Sinaiin Arabia. It waa dishovered in 1859 by pold prow 
poctor from southern Orwvean, who in their wonder ooeasioneil 
ber its strange loention and startling beauty named it Lake 
Mystery.” Later another party from fort Klamath in visiting it 
wert #0 awestricken with ita pocoliar character anil its weird sur- 
roundings that they gave it a new name,“ Lake Majesty,” Sub- 
sequently, in L586, scientific exploration dereloped the fact that 
the waters of this strange Inke oceupy the crater of an extinct 
voleano; that it eo gipantie bowl carved out of the mountain, 
whose pock-ribled nin re-mere than 5,00) feet abewe the level 
of the sea: that-it is elliptical or oval in form, ite surface aover- 
ing an aria of kome 28 ayumre rotles, being about 04 niles in 
length by about+hin breadth, Thee diseoverios lod to a second 
change of name, nnd itde-new and has been for several yours 
past known as Crater lake. A fow years sinee, mainly through 
the efforta of Representative Herman, of Grogon, this lake, m- 
chiding some twenty etirrotinding towrshi ps, wae withdrawn 
from the publi¢ surveys and reserved ava national park. 

tt is one of the moat remarkable lakes on the face of the globe, 
Lt ts the deepest fresh-water lake-in the United States, if netin 
the world, Dv reason of its plienanienal location hid awe-inapir- 
ing surroundings it is angurpassed in sone grandeurand marvel- 
ans Witty by atiy other known to tian. The day is not far die 
tant when trevelen sight-seer, seckers after knowledge students 
of mitnre, and lowers.of the beautiful and the sublime of every 
tongue will com from all countries and every clime for the pur- 
pose of standing in the presence of ite bewildering wondéra, gaz- 
ing on ita entrancing mysteries, wand feasting on the inspiration af 
its min jestit: Laue. 

Whint ds the « xpliatiation of scientista of this seemingly abnor- 
mid creation, which inspires awe and evokes tingled ackuiration 
and wonder in the minds of all who behold it? It ls this: that 
there, tn thes dopartail counties, ooco stood a giant voleinte moth 
(nin whos summit towered inte the heavens ten height probably 
far above any other inthe United States, if notin North Amuor- | 
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ion, "This conclusion ta lmset Ip-scientists on well known geo- 
metre and geographic prince ples. [t je determined i pert 
by ascertaining the extent and angle of the rim of the erater 
and taking inte considurmtion the genern! configuration and eoni- 
position of all its aurtiundings, According to the Gevlogival 
Survey the depth of this orater ia 4,000 fut and of the water 2,000) 
feet over the greater partion—thit is, from the rim of the luke it 
fa from 1400 to 2.000 fret down to the suriioe if the water, and 
the water ie 2.000 fort denn. To add to the stratige eonforma- 
tion and beauty of this phonomonal lake, loeatod ina mountain 
cn whese tim iv indeed im muhiiws, there fs o seoond crmiter 
within the main one, which looms up in a hollow cone 650 feet 
above the auriaon of the water. This is called“ Wizard ialand,” 
while still two more eitnilar craters exist which do not reach the 
surface of the water, the top of the one hetng 450 feet below the 
surface and that of the other 825 feet. 

One writer, Mre France Fuller Victor, in her interssting and 
instructive book entitled “Atiuntia Arison,” in speaking of this: 
lake says: 

“(ne cannot, wine ho thie amitiken pumition af thre luke, cdisesves It 
until clese upin its rina, wel Ty withont exnggenition Chat ‘int. phet eit 
Toprodueg ite irnage, no picture be painted to do it justices, worean ft for 
Oliviows reasiinin by satiqfietorily phiotograplial> At the first whew a dhl 
silence fell upon tier pitty. A choking aenration anode in our theante, 
the tours Howed over oor cheeks Pode not pretend to analyze the ono- 
than, Wet l were to onleavor to corypuane it with anything | ever rend I 
@liuuid mivit tmimst be eaoh ff forling which) cone the chert t-veil 
their fue before God. Ta mo th wae a rerolation.” 


Captain (now Major) CB, Dutton, in his roport of the survey 
of this lake to the Director of the Geological Survyy, exye: 

“Teiwee lonelilig 0 eee thie worliy but antutered pape whe bad rid 
den a hundred miles in freieht wagons to behold tt vainly striving te 
hewp biel tore ps they poured forth eoclumations of wonler and poy akin 
to pain, tee woe it lee eo fo see eo onltivated aml burned a mnn as mr 
eomponion hardly abhete comtond): hhh f to speak with bie euabaiire 
cau tess.” 


Dil time permit, allentian might be wttracted te the many 
other interesting charneteristics of thisswonderland ih Lake anid 
Kisinath counties, in abuthenstern Oregon, I might pint to 
Upper and Lower Klamath likes, to Link river uniting the two, 
with ita valuable water power, hoving a fall of sixty-four fet im 
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ftile and a quarter and an averome breadth of 210 foot: to 
Willintison, Sprague wind Lost rivers: to the hol und cold min- 
era and non-mineéral aprityva; to rivers which in greet volume 
rise from and disaypour ite the oarth; te the live beds, and to the 
taagnificent fertile plaine where whentie grown in alondance 
at an elevation of over 4,000 feet; but these and pany other 
featurce must be passed over or barely mentioned, 


The Greyon Clete, 


Srarcely less wonderful than the mysterious Crater lake are 
the caverns of the Oregon mountains. The Josephine county 
eaves, about thirty miles from the railrond southwest of Grant 
pass, will Le found when thoroughly explared, it is believed by 
three who know most about then, to be 28 exteatieite and wan- 
dorfal na is thi Manimoth card of Kinticky, Theee coves were 
discorered bot o few years ogo lyin linetar named Elijah David- 
eon, who followed a bear to ite lair in the lower cive. The 
entrance to each of the caves, one located higher in the moun- 
tain than the other, is about eight feet wide and-seven foot high. 
They contain a great number af wonderful avennes, said to be 
miles in length, besides large numbers of chambers, grottoes, 
lakes, whysses pied coteracts, and also innuimerible ela bers, 
laree wil small, The first chamber ls ten feet in heizht. One, 
called “The Devils Darnyuet Hall,” is 150 feet in leugth hy 7 
frot in width wid () foot in height. Ibs roof ond walls are brid 
Tint with hondreds of seintillating staldetites. The only explo- 
ration of these wonderfal cnverns has oun by private parties. 
A thorough, scientific explonuion should be made at an early 
day, and it is my intention to ask an appropriation from the 
next Congress for such purpose, 


The Great Wheat-producing Inland Rinpire. 


The vast fertile grain-producing valleys of Oregon are the 
Willatuette, the Rogue river, the Umiyhjua, and that portion of 
what is known as the “great Tnland Exopire” whieh Hes in 
eastern Oreron, The Willamette extend from Portlind tw the 
Caliponia, monntaing, SO miles eoath of Pugene, n distance of 
over Taf) miles itn length by an average of 76 miles in width. 
This valley is famed us une of the moat fortile and productive 
in the world. There is ecarcely an acra of waste loud in this 
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yaat arm of 12,000 square miles. Ti id a great Miovent basin; 
fossils of the Miocene age are foond there in abundanes ‘The 
ereater portion of it is under improvement, but much of it a 
bel in large tracts of C40 neres, being the doniticns made to 
guttlers hy the not of Conigress of Beptember 27, 1830. Nearly 
the whole of it is well watered by struums, acvery small propor- 
tiots requiring irrigation. Tt prodwees wheat, onts, barley, corn, 
nll kinds of vegetahles, and fruitsinatundance. ‘The Willamette 
valley i4 alone capable of augtaining a population of 6,000,000 
souls, and even then the population would be but a fraction in 
excess that of Belgium to the sijuare mile, and lees than that of 
Englond by Hitto the equare mile, The prodietive capacity 
of the Inland Eiuipire in eastern Orogon is sombthing wondurfal, 
Thirty yours a ot wb bitahel of whent was rileed [4 that on- 
tire empire, although aeross the line near Walla Walla some 
$00 bushels of whet were raiaed by Dr Whitman at lite mission 
in $341; Commodore Wilkes, & portion of whose party visited 
this mission in that year, so reports, Twenty yours ago the 
coming fill I left the Central Pacific railrowd near Salt Lake and 
journeyed westward through northern Ciah anc eastern Oregon. 
The first wheat of any importance was grown in eastern Ore- 
gon that year, There wna a three-aere lot located near where 
the town of Weston, Umatilla county, now is and immediately 
outside the boundaries of the Umatilla Indian reservation, The 
crop had been taken eff before my arrival. The wheat stubble 
being 360 abundant, | wos omeked snd expressed surprise to my 
host, with whom I remained over night, that there should be 
such o fertile ayvot in this vast desert, os the whole country 
seemed to me to be little les than w desert, He smiled and 
replied that the tract on whieh this wheat had grown was: the 
acme character as land of the whole surrounding country, in- 
cluding the greater portion of the Umatilla Invlian reservation. 
1 obtained a sack and tomedintely outside of the fell, digving 
down some 6 or 8 inches, filled it with a peck of soil, I bronght 
it with moto Washington: took it to the Inte Professor Henry, 
then Secretary of the Smithsonian Tnetitution, and reqtiestel that 
he analyze it and tell me its properties nnil what good for, He 
inquired, * Where did you got this soil?” 1 replied, “ West of 
the Rocky tiountsine.” Professor Henry remarked, * That 1 
fathor indefinite.” “Tot Professor,” exid 1,1 shall nop tell! 
you whether it-came from California, Grogon, the Willamette 
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valley or the top of monwnt Hood.” He made mea very inter 
esting report, in whieh it was stated that he regarded the aoil ns 
the best wheat-producing soil he had ever examined; that it 
contained propertion very similar to the soil of Sicily, whore 
wheat had heen resect fpr 2 (000) yeara without exhausting the 
soil. The report furthur stated that the sail was af such char 
wcher that it would fertilize itaelf ux cultivated ; that it would 
not be necesary to let it meet after a crop or two, ae in many 
portions of the country, or te fertilize fi, The predictions made 
it tlet report have bedn omiply verified, Two yeors ago | 
¥isited Umatilla cowity and what waa formirly the Wioatille 
Indinn reservation, aod was told that there ind boen raised and 
harvested that year in that county alone over 4,500,000 bushels 
of wheat. That thissingle county will produce 6,000,000) boshbla 
of the best quality of wheat the present year, or an amount con- 
siderably more than wae prodiueod in 1893 in any ane of twenty- 
one different atntes in the Union, T have not the slightest doubt, 

In adilition, it ts estimated that there will be shipped tho 
present vear from the city of Pendleton, the spunty seat of Una- 
Hilla county, located on the trunscontinontal allroad, 6,000,000) 
pounds of wool, while frotn The Dalles, the county deat of Wasco 
county, an oil quantity will be shipped. A large portion. af 
the state, notably Uiiatilla, Union, and Baker counties, with 
soveral others in the enstern section, and Cooa and Curry coun- 
ties i thesouthwestern portion, are aiinirably adapted to sugut- 
beet culture, ‘The beote grown here are said to yield o longer 
percentage of saccharine matter than those produced elsewhere ; 
while 20 tans per acre ix a moderate etiniate of the annual crop, 


The Poreads of Oreqon, 


Another source of immense wealth ii the sinte of Oregon is her 
forests, No statyin the Woion has a ereater variety of valuable 
trees or fine wools, ‘These include sugar pine and silver pine, 
colar, red, yellow and white flr, redwool,and spruce of different 
variuties! ash, hemlock; maple, myrtle, white oak, inurel, alder, 
dogwood, willl cherry, hazel, chittammood, and Oregot yew + 
throes spocies of poplar—the quaking asp, esttonwood aud bal- 
sam tree; live-onk and chestaut oak, nutiieg, tarmnrack, inout- 
tnin mahogany, junipor, birch, box elder, and many other 
varieties, In addition, there are the vine maple, growing from 
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6 to LW inchos in diameter and from 12 to 3) feet in height: the 
Oregon eraleapple, which grows in groves, making the fitest 
impenetrable for manor beast; and many other varieties. The 
Oregon codar grows to an imimenuwe sie. It ian wocemmol 
thing in the forests of Tillamook and Coos counties, on the const, 
to find vaxt forests of these troes 10 to 12 atid very oftoii 15 feat 
mn dinineter and from 200 te 250 feat in loight The Oregon 
eHiir-pine grows to 2o0 feet tn height, bewring conde from 12 to 
LS inebea in length, The mills of Oregon manufacture over 
SQ, 000,000 foot of Timber aonually, 


(Tine, 


The foreste of the state are filled with all kinds of game, in- 
cluding Loar, elk, deer, grouse, prolrievhicken, pleasant, Chi- 
hese or Dotiny pheasants (0 moet delicious enme bird, introduced 
from China be Hinorsble 0.8. Deny, of Oregon, while Uitted 
States conwul-peneral at Shanghai), quail, and other varieties of 
game birds, Thetivers and lnkes-are, during the summer, filled 
with game fowl, including canvas: back, ancl teal of excellent 
quality, 


The Precious mad ofher Metals, 


No state in the Union ds more highly fayornd: in antiral en- 
downtents thin Oregon. Her risouries, developed und unde- 
velopad, are aloes aa varied as are the gifts of mature, and thelr 
valite canned be estimated, Her mites, though only partially 
developed, are rich in the precious metals, os oled in iran, dood, 
nlekel, copper, cinhabar, aatestos, tin, murble, onyx, limestone, 
Hondstone, grmite, and dolomite, A rocentowriter on the goce 
logic formations of Orovon remarks that “the igneous rocks of 
southern Oregon aro cand to contar all the zeolite minerals, 
and some geologiste believe precipus.gems of no-amall worth.” 

Already more than $25,000,000 in gold have been taken from, 
the plucor mines in two counties in the state—Juckson and 
Jisephine, in.southern Oregon. Eastern Oregon js rapidly «le 
veloping inte a great gold and silver producing region, Oupital 
‘only i required to mike [t one of the most valuable minorsl 
ficlia on the Pisotflic peruse. 

Orvrott haa ad abundance of the very best quality of iron ore. 
Ohickanins county in purtioular abounds in thismineral. Ex- 
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tensive iron works are in progress nt QOuwega, In that county, 
located on the Willamette river 18 miles frony ite mouth and. 7 
miles from Portland, and large amounts of pigdiron-are produced 
anit " 


Graing ane Fruits; Rivers, Harbors, Railroad, ete. 


The resources of Orexon aro not confined to her mountains or 
her rivers. Wer valleys are fertility itself. Wheat, oats, corm, 
harley, hops, flax, hay and other grains and grisses; vipyiles, 
pears, peaches, apricots, plums, prinas, cherie, nectarines, 
grapes and other varieties of aminll fruity andl berries, are wll 
products of her soil. The natural advantages of the state are 
all that could be desired. A aeucoast of more than 400 miles, 
indented with numerous vapaciows bays and storm-protected 
deep-water harhers; the Columbin, the Tillamook, the Neha- 
lem, the Yayulue, the Alsou, the Sinslaw, the Dimpqua, the 
Coquille, Coo# bay and port Orford, chpaciouseninngh to protect 
in anfety wll the pavies. of the world; a mighty river on its 
north draining a bosin of 315,008) square niles, including its 
tributaries, which combjne twelve degrees of Intitude and thir 
teen of longitude, The main Columbin i¥ narignble 725 miles 
from ita mouth, with two interruptions—the first at the Cascacles, 
1M) miles from the mouth, where there is a fall of S00 feet in four 
miles and where » cinal and locks, being constricted by the 
general government, will be completed inthe present venr; and 
another at The Dalles of twelve miles, where the general govern- 
ment hos taken éteps lookinv to the construction of a boat rail- 
way, Willatette river is navigable for 140 miles; the Snake 
for 160 miles: ‘The falls of the Willamette a} Oregon City are 
estimated at 1,000,000 horse power; the fall is forty feet, Mere 
a great electric plant has been established within the past two 
years at an expenditure of several millions of dollars, and this 
vast wator powor te being utilized in Oregon City and in Purtlond, 
twelve mile dlistint, in manufactorics of various kinds and in 
electric Ligh tina. 


The Satmon Fisheries af Columbian River, 


The salmon fisheries of Columbia tiver are the most extensive 
and profitable in the world, aiid a source of immense wealth. Tt 
is btit thirty-three yenrs ines the fint fishery for catching and 
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bitreling salmon was established there, and not until 1867 was: 
the first fish cnnirety erected, the purpose of the latter being to 
preserve salinon in cins—fresh, spiced and pickled. ‘There are 
tolay some thirty-eight canneriee on Columbia river, in whith 
are jiveste | miore than $5,000,000 capital More than 4,000 men 
ary emploved during the ching mon, Canned silmon are 
shipped by mil weross the continent and by ships ta wll parts of 
the world, A catgo frequently is valood ata quarter of a million 
dotiars, and single cargoes have gone out ocensionally of the value 
of over 3000,000, The salmon season commences in Moy ancl 
euids in August. The fish are cought mainly by drift gill-nots 
ranging in length from 120 feet ta GI) feet. Many salmon ore 
also token by traps and fish-wheels. 

Tn the single year TS80), 598,457 enses of salinon were canned 
on Columbia river, having an export vulue of $2,559,0%) The 
average salmon weighs about twenty pounds, and they am 
packed throe ton case, making «catch that year of ubout 1 000,00 
SLL iay cern, 

. Salmon is by no meana the only foud-tish prxtuced in large 
numbers in Columbia-tiver, Sturgeon, iloundar, smelt tomeod, 
and salmon trout exist in abundance, and within the last few: 
yenrs shad weighing from three to four pounds hayes been plonti- 
ful. Other waters in the state of Oregon are full of salmon, 
Fulmon fisheries are carried on extensively in Tillamook bay. 

Nehalem bay, Nestueen bay, in northwestern Qrigon, and in the 
Roguo, Siuslaw, Coquille und other rivera-‘in central and south- 
Western Orowom 


Dairy Jitercata. 


Several of the comet counties, especially Clatsop, Tillamook, 
Cofom iia, Douglias, Coos and Curry, in addition to their oxten- 
sive and valuable lmorber interests, and in some cased, notably 
Clatsop, Columbia, Tillamook and Coos, theirvaluable coal de- 
posits, are espoclally well adapted to dairying, and immense 
qtiantitie: of butter and cheese are annually prodyeed. 


Railroad Fisctlitiea, — 
In addition tothe great facilities resalting from grand navi- 


gable watercourses and cipacions const huirbors, with which 
Orton i# ao bountifally bitesed, the state ie now Ho longer dado 
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lated by reason of luck of railroad] transportation: tueilit | 
eity of Purthind, the motropalis of the state, With a, present popa- 
lation of ioe than 80,000 people and an annual) trade of over 
8140000000, is the western terminus of five tratiseantinetital 
raitronds—the Southern Pacific, the Union Pacific ih eormnection 
with the Oregon Short Line and the line of the Oregon Rail- 
way and Navigation Company, the Northern Pacific, the Great 
Northern, and the Canulian Pocifie; besides these, severnl state 
railroads cantor here, In addition te this, the city of Purt- 
latid #4 the head of ship navigation on the waters of the Colom- 
bia, lowsted on the Willamette tivér 12 niles from ite mouth, 
and to which shipe of all hations, of whatever draught, steum 
ind sail, cone and go without Interraption, The great warships 
of the navy, the Baltinore, the Chicego and. the Minterey, have 
all been in her harbor within the pnst two years. Hut not only 
zo, there are regular tines of first-class ocean steatiem running 
weekly hetwoen San Francisco, California, and Yaquina Day, 
Orezon, connecting with the Oregon Pacifie railroad, a first-class 
full-gauge trond, now constructed and running regularly from 
Yaaqtina bay exatward across the entire Willamette valley, and 
which, Fam credibly advised, will within tho present year be 
extended ta a trimscontinental connection, Another line of 
wicimers plies weekly between San Franciseo ond Coos bay, 
Qregon, A railroad is now under construction connecting As- 
torin, Oregon, with Porthind and the great transconti nontal lines 
of ruilrend. Other lines. of railroad are being projected and 
built in Oregon, one connecting the valleys of the Willamotte, 
Umpyoa and Rogue rivers with the waters of Coos bay on the 
Facifio ocean, The interior cities and towns of eastern Oregon 
are rapidly being connected with branch lines, This hoa alrendy 
been done as to Westen, Athens, Hepproer and other important 
points, 


Demand. for the Nicaragua Canal. 


The poople of Oregon, although blessed with innumerable 
Wlessings anid endowed with commerdal pcdvantages. not eo1- 
tion to states people generally, nevertheless are in want of 
one thing, We want, our interests demand, anc we iitst mind 
will have st no ilistant day, a ship qunul crouaing the isthome of 
Nicaragna. The interesta not only of Oregon. but of the Pacific 
const, of the whole nation, and of all the civilized nations of the 
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plole dumand it. With one voice and with no uncortain sound 
should the puople of all the oommercial and civilized nations of 
the carth demand the speedy eonstrinction: of this great work, so 
dhselitoly essential te the commerclul necessities of the age atid 
thy proper advancement jnd promotion of the enlightened elrili- 
nition of the gentury fi which we live, Weof the Paalile eopat 
ate no longer inim portant fetors fit the trade und ecommerce of 
the world. When Dr Marcos Whitmun erosion the continent 
in ES42-"43 to save Oregon to the union, the tide of the Pacific 
const with foreign or domestic ports amounted ‘te nothing. To- 
day our trade with Groat Britain, France, Gormany, Belgium, 

Jabs and Brogil, to say nothing of our trado with China, Japan 
aid the Sundwieh ialanda, anounte in value to more then 
2 SLE anorinualty. Give us thie Niners canal and wowill 
then stati ermet in every elawent which constitutes indapenrlarit 
eoitimoroiil supremacy, Capable of meeting every home want of 
Whatever nature, we liesonie at onoe and forver a formidable 
competitor fir our airplus preduets, not only Tn the hone 
market, but-in all-the nuirkets of the worid. 


Chnaelusion, 


In conclusion, T cannot better paronify the tite of Oreron 
than by employing the langnage of that gifted writer, the author 
of “Atluutis Arison.” She said: 


“TD now how. if 0 wore a painter, Dahouhd personify the young: iant 
Orem. Lithe, strong, beantifal should he be, with Epi writtes om 
hie brow sund. power tempered big nile nes Tenining fomohig eves Ct 
fiir cimnplexion he, wits tewny, blonde hair and marty, golden beard, 
File robe shield he af foveal purple, embroidered with wheat dare, wel 
hie crownof tarniehod gold. Tis throne ehonid te aoony (he migoed 
nirtintaice, with s fake wt hile fivet, revlliner 4 vollow plains on one band and 
Hniling greed valleys on the dither. Hs eceptre, shaped Fike the tapi 
lite pine, shouhd be of silver, set with opnle, omemids and dlarvonds Cp 
hit right ehoold rel) the muayniiivent Columbia, to whbel eliipes fn the 
distance stank) eeek entero, and over his sleouliler ihe white eres of 
nytt Eee) etiuoad blashing: in a rosy aonset, 


The namerand momuries of the brave pioncer men and women 
who laid the foindations of empice in the wilds.of Orexon le— 
serve ti be forever parpartuntid, hot onty in their country's his- 
tory, lt in the reverential hearts and minds of the people 
of the present wd all future generitions. Thure is something 
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strangely dramatic, as also anhlimely pathetic, in the strange 
scene of hundreds af men, with their wives and little ones, bid- 
ding farewell to friends, to home, to civilization, and starting 
on a journey with @x-teame distance of 8,000 miles across 
a trackies waste, wil over rigged, unexplored mountains, the 
way obstructed liy numberless bridgeless rivers, yawning, deso- 
lite entivens and parched repellent deserts, with a view of esta 
lishing new hotmes arid all the perils incident to a wilderness 
Gihobitwd only by aavawe men and beasts Marvy of these brave 
Hie and wore never lived to reach their destination, tut fell 
by the wayside, like Hervey’s chips, “ that-sailed: for ayniy 
isles, but never came to shore.” But. leaving the lonely grave 
of the loved one in the desort, the hody soon to be devoured Doe 
the hungry wolf of the plain, the bre column of survivors, 
sustained Iey Wardseworth’s “amaranthine flower of faith,” aid 
in the lanvunge of Milton, finding new hope springing out of die 
apuvir,’ Snered on and on, and although, in the words of Southey, 
“no station is in view nor palin grove islanded amid the waste,” 
they still jreed on tind on, over burning deserts and trackless 
movntain stoop, mitt] atinst they rest in the cooling shades af 
“ihe continugua woods where rolls the Oregon.” 

As o factor jn the civilisation of America and of the age in 
which we live, Oregon a¢.a state challenges uttention. Civiliza- 
tion, over two hundted sears awe marshalled ite battalions aad 
tovk upoits Hne of march in the Orient Gathering strength 
with the steady advance of ite conquering column, the tread of 
ita victoria leions among the mountains and over the plains 
of the distant west alynaled the rapid approach of the builders 
of ompites and though, bewuteous in| ite infarey, erated in the 
dloar light of the Orient in the arly morn of its existence, may 
wo net expect that the state of Oregon will realize its grandest 
achievements amid the-glories of accumulated splendor in the 
distant) Occident? 

It was truly a grand coneoption, a sublime thought, inspired 
by an almost supertiatural preecience on the part of Coleridge 
whon, more than half «century ago, hein his“ Table Talk” gave 
utteraneed Lo this denbenoe ¢ 


“The pomible dretiny of the United Stites of Ainerion, an tation of 
an homiced million of freer, stretching from the Athentie to the Paritic, 
liviiw under the \nw= of Alfred aml space bine the lnngunge of Shalee 
pewre and Milton, tear aniriet conmopition. 
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The time ts rapidly approaching when more than one hundred. 
iniltiona of fren, breathing the pure air of liberty, inspired 
hy one common sentiment of patrivtivm, sharing the blesinis 


‘OF m fron country, upholding one how, respecting and abiding by 


Hie ame code of lawa, lonoring and teverine the memories of 
the men whe Ind the foundations of the Republic, loving tho 


ane country and worshiping the sane God, shall fil) this zremt 


land from aca to aon with the glad anthemsof a free, courageous, 
independent and happy people. 
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